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STUDExT TRAINING AT THE ATR COPS THAlwlnG CanTix 
By Captain J.B. Burwell, Air Uorps 


It seens to be a universal custom | 
among graduates of any institution to 
regard their dinloma as a permanent li- 
cense to return to their Alma mater ad 
lib, shake their graying heads filled 
with reminiscences and cry in despair 
that "the place has gone to hell." . 

A group of old creduates of the vint- 
age of about 'S9 returned to a certain 


iKelly Field, where they spent another 

| six months' period and received approxi- 
‘mately lcd hours' instruction. neir 
‘primary instruction Was very similar to 
that given today, but their basic in- 
struction began at the Advanced Flying 

| School end was given under the stage sys- 
‘tem. After a student once soloed on 
'DE's, he had no regular instructor but 


eastern college in the ——- <O's to dis-! progressed frem stage to stage, bei 
) 


cover that the stucents no er had to 
thaw out the single spizot in the yard 
and await their turn to fill a bucket 
With cold water, dash back to their 
rooms end perform their morning ablu- 
tions. insteaa, the spigot had 
ed into the dbuilding to prevent its 
freezing anc wake it more accessible. 
The underzsreduates who snickered at that 
tirade over an obvious oo te ga were 
themselves destined to re 
later, discover the spisots moved into 
each room, which change prompted them to 
join the older graduates in the usual 
doleful dirge, for another improvement 
had beea made. 

Fortuaately, such remarks are usually 
prompted by the old graduate's sincere 


interest in the institution and a desire | the wing on fire as well. 


to be shown that any changes made since 
his regime have actually been beueficial 
and produced favorable results. 

In addition to giving the older offi- 


cer an excuse to reminisce and the young- 


er ones a brief description of the old 
system of training 
tended to show tha 
made steady progress. 

Classes entering the Priuiary Flying 
School at Brooks Field between xarch, 
1924, and arch, 1927, inclusive, were 
trained under the "A" plan. They spent 
six months at the is peg School, 
receiving approximately 75 hours of pri- 
mary instruction and practice, and then 
moved to the Advanced Flying School at 


i careful to avoid unoccupied check paicte, 
‘until he had completed the twelve Weeks' 
{basic course. “Adout ten weeks of special- 
| ized training then followed. 

Students soon learned to pull the prop 


been mov-; through and get the retreating portion 


of their anatomy out of the Way of the 
| hungry propeller which was always greedy 
for a‘slice of steak. What little nicht 


| flying the student received was cuite 


urn ea few years; Gifferent from such flying as practiced 


‘today. <A few hops around the field and 
|perheps a short cross-country sufficed. 
'He had no flares such as are dropped to- 
iday, but a kind of burning torch under 
each wing, Which, in case of emerzency, 
Were ignited from the cockpit. If they 
|burned at all, they were liable to catch 
t When he ap- 
proached the field for a landing, he 

| found an old war-time truck chuzging 
;awey in en effort to inmaintain a flicicer- 
| ing beam from an anticuated searchlicht. 
; almost everyone believed that a pilot 
flew "with the seat of his pants" and was 


‘these remarks are in-!| ecually convinced that this could be done 
student training has 


'in bad Weather as.well as in zood weather. 
when he graduated, a student had a total 
lof aoproximately <00 hours! flying time, 
'but xnew nothing of instrument flying, 
radio beam work, or many of the other 
phases taught today. Even so, he was 
regarded as being one of the best trained 
pilots in the world, and it was not un- 
usual, near graduation time, to see repre- 
sentatives of commercial lines on the 
V-7217, A.C. 











field offering students who were about 
to craduate contracts callin, for three 
or four times the rate of pay they were | 
to receive in the Amy. 

After the passage of the Air Co 
of 19-6, a five-year program was placed 
into effect to graduate and commission 
more students without lowering the stend- 
ard of the School. The Training Center | 
was orgauized about that time, the "ZB" | 
plan of training pleced into effect, ana- 
only shortly afterward the first class | 
entered warch Field in wovember of 19¢7. | 
Under this plen, training methods Were 
improved, additions mede to the curricu- | 
lum, the percentage of graduates increas- 
ed, and plans formulated to further in- 
prove the systen. 

The last wajor change occurred in 1931, 
When all primary and basic instruction 
Was moved to Kandolph Field, and Brooks 
and warch Fields were discontinued as 
schools, This change has also produced 
satisfactory results, and other improve- | 
ments have continually been made, e | 
"B" plan calls for four months of prima- | 
ry and four months of basic instruction 
at Randolph Field, followed by four 
months of advanced training at Kelly 
Field. 

When a studeat graduates today he has 
received aoproximately 330 hours of in- 
struction and practice in the air. He 
is an accomplished instrument pilot as 
judged by the standard reouired of all 
pilots in the Air Corps. He is a better | 
formation flyer, navigator, night flyer 
and all-round pilot when he graduates 
then the "old grad" was. He is quali- | 
fied and capable of readily assuming the | 
duties of pilot of any type airplane now | 
in the Air Corps With but a short period | 
to acquaint himself With the airplane, | 
and is ready to avsorbd the latest ideas 
on tactical ewployment. 

The problem of graduating a higher per- 
centage of students has been given seri- 
ous study, and the following plans heve | 
been considered. 

_ If the course were lengthened Without 
increasing the number of aours of in- 
struction, the students would have more | 
time and could, if necessary, be given | 
more instruction in any one phase of 
training. This has beea tried, and it 
Was found that of those students who 
Were unable to progress With the rest of 
the class a sualler percentage could com- 
plete the course even with additional in- 
struction than is the case with new and 
inexoerienced students, This method 
does not produce results in proportion 
to the additional cost of traininz. 

If the entrence reouirexents Were rais- 
ed, the percentage of graduates would un- 
doubtedly be increased. By more rigid 
mental exaiiinations practically all of 
the academic failures could be eliminat- 
ed, and by more rigid physical require- 
ments, most of the sical disoualifica- 
tions could be avoided. During recent 


s Act 


| 





; years, 


| tions. 





over one hundred students have 
been eliminated from the Frimary Flying 
School alone for physical discualifica- 
If oreliminary flying instruc- 
tion at another station in the vicinity 


| of the applicant's home were given each. 
' candidate and only those who snowed apti- 


tude sent to the School, as is at present 


| done by the wavy, a large percentage of 


eliminations for flyin: would be avoided. 
Under these conditions it would be pos- 
sible to j,raduete and rate as airplane 
pilots a much higher percentage of those 
entering the rrimary #lying School. 

The ouestion of lowering the standard 
oi the School in order to increase its 
output has been advocated by some and 
has been under continual study. Sxperi- 
euce has proven that work done in the 
School by a student is a direct indica- 
tion of What he will do when he joins 
another unit. Weak studeats are alnost 
invariably unsatisfactory pilots in other 
orcanizations. ; 

Transferring a man from the School to 
a tactical or other orgenization will 
not change his personal characteristics, 
his judgment, his ability to think or 
his coordination. The young flyin,; in- 
structors at the School are in general 
fresh from tactical units, where tney 
have been leading elements, flights and 
squadrons in carrying on the tactical 
training of combat units. They know the 
type and scope of the flying reoired of 
the young graduate in the tactical units 
in carrying out their missions and 
Whether or not their students can be 


| brought up to a standard to meet those 


demands. — ; 
The Training Center is desirous of ful- 
filling whatever mission might be assign- 


|; ed to it and has constantly studied an 
| frecuently made recommendations with a 


view to improving the system of training. 
For example, some two years ago a plan 


| Was submitted whereby students would not 


only be pilots qualified in instrument 


_ flying, radio work, formation, navigation, 
/night flyin:, et cetera 


but Would also 
have some kaowledge of the tactical em- 
ployment of aircraft and be proficient 
1n gunnery and bombing. Another study 
has recently been completed and recoiiiien- 
dations made to improve the all-round 
pet tae ability of the graduates without 
eugtnening the course, 

The Training Center could arbitrarily 
graduate any percentage of students indi- 
cated by proper authority. For exanple, 
if it Were placed at 950, this could be 
done by simply selecting the ainety-five 
best students out of each hundred aad 
gredueting them. If this were done, how- 
ever, tactical and other units would 
soon have a number of pilots ingapable ': 


of complying with the War Departinent and- 
Air Corps Training Lirectives, and,unless 
the missions assigned to these pilots 
s of fly- 
‘tate 

, Al. 


Were restricted to certain type 
ing that they might be able to 
- V-7el 

















they would. soon eliminate themselves as 
well as o-hez personnel by their inabil- 
ity to fly. mat 
Briefly, the mission of the Training 
Center has been considered to be the 
training of a sufficient number of pilots 
who are capable of assumin. the duties 
of a junior officer in the air Corps. As | 
to the first part of this mission con- 
cerning the aumber oi graduates, let us 
consider only the period since the as- 
sage of the Air Corps Act of 196. From 
that time until the present day, the 
Trainin, Ceater has graduated ¢,¢87 rat- 
ed pilots. Cf this muwoer only <3 Were | 
foreizn officers and only 22 Were enlist- 
ed men training in grade. Thus, 516 con- 
missioned ofiicers and 1,726 flying | 
cacets have been graduated as ratec air- | 
plane pilots. Had the proper number of 
these graduates been couissioned in the 
Air Corps ana beea put on-extenced active 





duty as ieserve officers, the Air Corps ! 
Would be up to its strenzth we, taat | 
is, 1,650 Rezulir officers and 550 he- | 


serve officers on extended active duty, 
as authorizec by the Act Corps Act of 
July 2, 1926. As to the second part of 
the mission, the graduates themselves 
are denonstrating in the Service every 
day that they are capable of performing 
the duties of a junior officer in the 
Air Corps. 

The following comparisons Will illus- 
trate some ot the improvements effected 
in the Trainings Center. Under the "A" 


| graducted ani 


Bios of training less than one_ student in 
ive who entered the Prinary Flyin: 
School graduated from the Advenced. Flying 
School and received the rating of air- 
plane pilot. From the time the "B" plan 
was placed into effect until July, 1931, 
pproximately one student in three was 
graduated and rated. Since the primary 
training has been conducted at xandolph 
field, almost one out of every two stu- 
dents has completed tne course and receiv- 
ed the rating of airplane pilot. Although 
the course has been of the sane duration 
during each period discussed, the siiount 
of actual flying training has been in- 
creased more than 60,, nearly three times 
the percentage or students are now being 
nd every graduate is 2 mech 
better cualified pilot. Iuring the past 
nine years, or twenty six classes, only 
eight students, or about one-third of one 
percent (1/3 of lo) were eliuinated at 
the Advanced Ylying School for failure 
to meke satisfactory progress in flying 
training. 
The Training Center personnel are not 
completely satisfied with the results ob- 
tained today. Just as "the best race 
hasn't been run yet," it is more than 
Likely that no one has yet discovered the 
"best" metnod of doing anythin.:. Iimprove- 
ments Will undoubtedly be made in the 
future. Any reasonable recouimendation 
or suggestion toward tiis end is always 
welcome. 


20 GOG—<ie 


WHY? WE'LL BITE 


The wateriel Division Correspondent 
States that recently two reports have 
Come to the attention of the Power Flant | 
Branch waich are at this writing umex-” | 
plained. 

The first: Lieut. Ben Kelsey, return- | 
ing to Wriznt Field one night in a 
Martin B-103, had reached the vicinity | 
of Columbus, O%io, when the left engine | 
quit "as though the switches were cut." | 
After some gas valve and ignition switch | 
manipulating, the engine started up with 
the gas valve in the "off" position, 
gasoline flowin. freely from the exhaust 
Pane. Oa starting, the flames ignited 

he gasoline on the wing, which also ig- 
nited the fabric rear portion of the 
Wing. The engine then began to operate 
normally end, after deciding against 
taking a chance oa the Columbus Airport | 
fire figati: fecilities, Lieut. Kelsey | 
raced the fire to Wright Field. A few 
inches from tne aileron the fire lost, 
and Lieut. Kelsey, after a few practice 
Cloud lendings, shot a “hot" flapless 
landinz successfully at Wright Field | 
With only a little more than half the 
left win: surface remaining. When asked 
Why he dida't jump, he answered: "I had 
- electric train in the back for the 

oy. 


i 
! 
| 
' 
' 
| 
| 
| 
; 
' 
| 
| 





tie 


| engines. 


The other report Was very similar ex- 
oo thet the cloth portion of the win. 
did not ignite. However, the paint was 
Camaged. 

major S.m 


Coanell, also in a martin 


|With engine installation identical with 
| Lieut. Kelsey's, was flying in the vicin- 
; ity of Warrenton, w.v¥. 
| enzine cuit and flooded. 


When the right 
E Waen the fire 
broke out, the passenger was told to 
juup. «ajor Counell landed the plane 
safely. 

In both of these cases the gas valve 
had been changed a few winutes prior, but 
not immediately before the incident. At- 
tempts to duplicate the trouble by flood- 


ing the carburetor have proved unsuccess- 
ful. wo faulty mechanism has bee: found 


in either installation. Cross-feed valves 
were open in bota cases so that a by-pass 
valve failure should have flooded both 
Lieut. Kelsey's left engine, 
wajor Connell's right. 

the rower Plant branch will be satisfied 
woen it gets ‘its engines to work as Well 
as the cockpits were Working in these two 
Cases. A prompt solution is hoped for 
by the Power rlant Branch as a result of 
the detailed study of the matter which is 
now being made. 
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KELLY FISLD STULENTS FLY TO UsIVERSITIES | 


Aviatioa training flights of xelly 
Field students may be routed to points 
in Alabama, Georeia and Louisiana, where 
universities are located, instead of fol- 
lowing the usuel route touching Fort 
Sill, Oxlahome, and Fort Bliss, Texas. 

major aobert L. Knapp, Director of Fly- 
i raining at the Advanced vb fps 
School, Kelly Field, left recently bd 
plane te visit the University of Alabama 
at Tuscaloosa, Ala.; the University of 
Georgia, Athens, Ga.; Alabama Polytech- 
nic ustitute, Auburn, Ala.; Louisiana 
State University at Baton Rouge, La., 
and the Georgia School of Technology. 

The announced purpose of his trip was 
to investigate the practicability of 
having the students of the Advanced Fly- 
ing School fly over a route which will 
take in the four universities along with 
a number of others in the southern part 
of the country. Such flights to univer- 
sity cities would create among the stu- 
dents in the schools more interest in 
the Air Corps and would give them the 
opportunity to see the flights and in- 
6pect the planes. Meader Knapp will de- 
termine whether facilities are available 
at these places for the proposed flights. 

Each class at xelly Field mst, before 
graduatine, go on a 4-day routine naviga- 
tion training flight, one day of which 
is devoted by the students to performing 
the necessary daily check and mainten- 
ance of the planes they use. The usual 
route has been to Fort Sill and Fort 
Bliss and return. 

--——O0U0--— 


CADET AprOlwInEaTS FOR XwLISTED win 


Six enlisted men of the Air Corps and 
two enlisted men from other branches of 
the military service are under orders to 
proceed to kaudolph Field, Texas, and re- 
~~ to the Comnandant of the Air oa 

rimary Flyin; School on warch 1, 1937, 
for apoointment as flyi 


C ne cadets and as- 
signment to the i.erch, 1937, class, viz: 
rivate .illiam C. Glaric,’Base Hq. & 

14th Air Base Scuadron, Bolling Field, 
Private welvin J. Kichardson, Ec. and 
Eq. So., A.C. Technical School, Chamte 
Field, 111. 

Privates J.C. Bailey, Jr. and Glen w. 
Reker, 45th School Squadron, Randolph 
Field, Texas. 

Private Eomer C. Payn 


e, Sth Air Base 


Scuadron, Hamilton Field, Calif. ! 
Private Thomas F. Carolan, 19th Air- | 


ship Scuadron, soffett Field, Calif. 
Private Frank J. Aaneberg, Station Hos- 
pital, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 
Private, lst Class, Arthur G. Pinkhan, 
ord Siznal Service Company, Det. Ha. Co., 
13th Infantry, Fort Deveus, mass. 


he 








InSTHUCTIOn In “ARTILLERY wISSIOWS," 
| The students of the Observation Section 
(at the Air Corps Advanced Flying School, 
Kelly Field, Texas, are now receiving in- 
struction in one of their most important 
hases oi training - “Artillery u.issions." 
This training is being conducted at nan 
Stanley, Texas. A Battery (Battery "C" 
|from the lcth Field Artillery, coiuended 
by Captain u.B. waters, is bein: used so 
that students may observe the actual 
firing from the air as well as the ad- 
justment work. tkight days are being de- 
voted to this phase. Captain Russell E. 
' Randall, the Ground School instructor in 
| Artillery missions, is also in charge of 
i the Camp stanley ne 
-—=— OU0—--— 


RADIO COnJwICATION AT BROOKS FIELD 





Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, is 
very proud of their new radio installa- 
tion which has recently been completed. 
This installation is in the office of the 
Operations Officer. It is complete with 
transmitter, receiver, and numerous other 
aids and gadgets which make it an excel- 
lent model for any radio station. It en- 
ables the Operations Officer to keep in 
touch with personnel performing any iis- 
sions. 

"In a recent test," says the Brooks 
Field Correspondent, “our new C-35 Trans- 
port Went to Timpas, Colorado, to take 


some parts for an 044A Which had been 
forced down at that place. Constant com- 


munication was kept With the plane 
throughout the trip, and we feel that this 
is something for which we can be pardoned 
in exhibiting great pride. We feel that 
we are now well in the fore with regard to 
the radio world." 

---000--- 


A TOUCH OF wIwTER lw SUsnY CALIFORAIA 





"On a flisht above the San francisco 


Bay on January Sth in a bT-9," reports 





the wews Letter Correspondent of the Air 
Corps Keserve activity at suaicipal Air- 
port, Oakland, Calif., "the pilot and ob- 
server blinked their eyes, rubbed their 
heads and finally decided that they had 
not fallen asleep. After a lensthy con- 
ference over the interphone and ich peer- 
ing through the cockpit enclosure, they 
agreed that it was snowing. Tie little 
Br-9 picked up her siirts and ran for 
cuite a way before finding a ouiet place 
uuder a shivering palm," 

---000--- 


Captain “.h. Yeager, lst Lieuts. S.E. 
Anderson, \:.L. Reued; and end Lt. C.i.. 
Sartain recently ferried four 0-25's to 
sockwell Field, Calif., and returned to 
Kelly Field with four >-12!s which will be 


used at the Advanced Flying School. 
V-7617, A.C. 














i £00k LYNCH 


For perforving. an act of valor and 
self-sacrifice worthy of the highest coin- 
mendatioa, the Board of Air Corps offi-c | 
cers epoolinied to select tre person or 

ersous deeaed wost worthy of receiving 

he Cheney Award for the year 1935, de- 

cided that this honor should zo jointly 
to uajor Frederick D. Lynch, Air Corps, | 
and Steff Sergeant Josepn L. wurray, lst’ 
Balloon Scucdron, Air Corps. 

The soard, wnich was composed of Cols. 
Rush 8. Lincoln, «illiam ©. sacChord, 
Lieut. Colonel Vincent B. Dixon, wajors 
George L. Uster and Edwdrd ¥. Raley, Air 
Corps, Wnuile havin; before it the names 
of a uumder of Air Corps officers and 
men wio durin. the past year performed | 
acts of brevery involving risk of life, 
considered that the courageous conduct; 
of major lyach and Staff Sergeant surray | 
constituted the most outstanding and 
meritorious act performed by any individ- 
uals elizible to receive the Cheney Award 
for 1956, 

major Lynch was a passenger in a free 
belloon wich took off from Fort Sill, 
Okla., at 9:40 a.in., July 10, 1936, and 
which was piloted by Staff Sergeant 


epetennenenninnstinte ne 


\wurray, wauose aide was waster Sergeant | 
Ralph 3 muupel. Staff Sergeant Douglas | 


wu. Tucker was the fourta occupant of the: 
balloon. ihe aeroneauts had been in the | 
air about tiree hours and $5 minutes and | 
Were traveling north, rapidly approach- 
ing the South Canadian giver. Sergeant’ 
warray decided not to cross the river, 
there beine very few bridges and the 
trucx following them would heve had dif- | 
ficulty in findine them. He was prepar- 
ing to land on a Clear space he had ob- 
served frou ¢ high altitude and, after 
indicating his intentions to the inen in 
the truck, he explained to his passen- 
gers and aide what he planned to do. The| 
country at this particular place is very; 
rough, and inost of the hills are covered, 
With scribd timber. ' 
As they were flying over a valley be- 
tween two hills, the balloon started to 
descend rapidly. Sergeant .urray immedi- 
ately dropped all the ballast he thought}! 
he could arford and believed sufficient 
to raise the balloon cver the next hill. 
He had used.iuch bellast during the 
course of the flizht in attempting to 
maintain the altitude decided upon de- 
fore startin: the flight. As the bal- 
loon aporoached the top of this hill, it 
again descended and hit tae ground very 
hard. wore ballast was released and tre 
balloon was reisecd enoucsh to clear the 
trees and it started traveling north 
along the ridge of the hill. The ballasi 
Was nearly gone by this time and what 
was left was berely sufficient to make a 
landing. 
. The. balloon-was oscillating badly at 
this time, but no one Was alarmed and 
Sergeant warrey felt confident he could 





AwD SERGEANT wmURRAY SSLECTED FOk 
make a safe landing in a small clearing 
' and the 


' lating, 
' ground. 


| On the scene. 


|Was done. 


| Tucker sudsecuent 
Of his iajuries. 


CHENEY AWA 


immediately ahead. Adproeching, this 
clearin;, he started to valve tie zas 
“balloon with basket still osc 
descended slowly toward the 
diwe@iately before hittin= the 
the basixet seemed to sticic in 


a 


#round 


— 


| the under orush. 


Warnin. all members of the fliznt to 


' remain in the basxet, the pilot, with 
‘another member of the flizht, 


lled the 
rip-cord to release gas from the balloon. 


' There was an explosion at that time and 


the basket turned over. it was only a 
matter of seconds before the entire 2rea 
Wes amass of flames. wajor Lyach was 
thrown clear of the basket by the expolos- 
ion. Sergeant surray was caucht in the 


' rigging by his parachute. 


wajor Lynch, with utter disregard for 


' his owa safety and desvite the fact that 


he was suifering from burns, bruises and 
shock, returned to the balloon basiet, 
plunged into the wreciage, where the heat 
from the burning balloon and hydrogen 
gas Was most intense, and dragzed Ser- 
geant wurray from the burning basket. 
then they both ran to Sergeant Tucker,wno 
Was rolling on the ground and whose 
clothin, and chute were on fire. ‘they 
attemsted to put out the fire and cut 
his clothes from hin. 

By this time several natives arrived 
Qne O1 then suzgested 
throwing dirt on Sergeant Tucker, Which 
Then Sergeant :urray lost 
Consciousness and Was placed under a 
nearby tree. One of the natives assisted 


. wajor Lynch in finishing the job of 
‘cutting the clothing from Sergeant 
| Tucker. 


He thea issued instructions to 
get Sergeant numpel out of the fire if 
that was possible. when the latter was 
removea from the ruins, he was dead. 
Both Serzeants murray and Tucker were 
severely burned, and Were taken to a 
hospital et Anadarko, Gxlahoma. Serzeant 
ly died as the result 


cal 


The Cheney Award wiich will be present- 
ed to wajor Lynch and Staff Sergeant 
Murray was estadlished in 1927, in inemory 
of lst Lieut. William H. Cheney, Air 
Service, who lost his life in an air col- 
lision at Foggia, Italy, on Jamary 20, 
1918. The donors of the award are urs. 
wary L. Schofield, tue mother of the de- 
ceased war-time flyer, and her daughter, 
urs. Thomas v. (kuth Cheney) Streeter. 
| have jointly set aside a trust fund 
of $15,000, the laterest accruing there- 
from to be used to make the award, which 
is bestowed annually by the Chief of the 
Air Corps for an act of valor, or of ex- 
treme fortitude or self-sacrifice in a 
humanitarian interest, not necessarily 
of a military nature, but which siall 
have been performed in connection with 
- V-7217, A.C. 











aircraft. Those eligible to receive the |! wAJOR FREDExnICK D. LY.CH 
award are officers of the Air Corps and | ; 

Air Reserve and enlisted men of the Air major Frederick D. Lynch, Air Corps, 
Corps and Air Keserve and, in the event | now on duty with Air Corps troops at 

of a vosthunous award, the widow or next iFort Sill, Okla., Was bora oa ware» ll, 
of kin. 11893, at Chicago, 111. 

A bronze placue is struck off yearly, {_ He attended grammar scnool at OttumWa, 
the name of the recipient or recipients (Iowa; high school at St. Louis, «o., ane 
engraved thereon, and the memento is pre-i graduated from Washington University of 
sented together with an engraved certifi- that city in 1915. For nearly three 
cate descriving the act of valor perform-! years he followed the profession of an 
ed. and either eae sum of money or a suit- | accountant in civil life. During the 
able gift, as designated by the Cheney iWorld iiar he ealisted in the Field Artil- 
Award Board. Although the income from §lery, Illinois wational Guard, which was 
the trust fund exceeds 3500 per annum, | Subsequently mustered into the Federal 


the balance is placed in a sinking fund | service. Snortly thereafter, he was 

for possible use in the event more than ( transferred to the Aviation Section, Sig- 

a single individual is recommended for nal Corps, and after graduating from the . 

the award, as is the case in the award School of military Aeronautics, Texas 

for 1935. State University, Austin, Texas, he Was 

The first presentation of the Cheney transferred to Kelly Field, Texas, for 

Award was made in 19<7 to waster Ser- his flying training. 

geant Harry Chapman, Air Corps, for con- | Qualifying as a Reserve wilitary Avia- 

spicuous bravery in the airship nOsA dis-| tor, he was commissioned a second lieut- 

aster, February <1, 192e. Captein Uzal | enant on way <4, 1918, and assigned to 

G. tnt, Air Corps, Was presented the i; active duty at Chanute Field, xantoul 

Award for 1928 for heroism during the (fll. After further flying training a 

National Elimination Balloon Race, when | Chanute Field for several months and for 

he rode down Shee balloon, struck a brief period at Langley Field, Va., he 

by lightning, in an attempt_to save his completed the course of instruction at 

companion, the late Lieut. Paul Evert. | the School of Aerial Gunnery at Taliafer- 

Captain Willian A. Matheny was tender- ro Field, Fort worth, Texas, and was 

ed tue Award for 19<9 for the rescue of (then ordered to duty overseas. 

@ companion, Lieut. Dwight Canfield, == | Following gunnery training at the 

from the burning wreckage of their bomb- | Aerial Gunnery School at St. waxient, 

ing plane which had crashed in the |'Frauce, and advanced flying trainin; et 

wicaraguan jungles while enroute to | the end Aviation Instruction Center, he 
| 
| 
| 


Panama, .wO awards Were made for the |Was assigned to duty as an observation 
yeers 1930 and 1954. 'pilot in the Zone of Advance. Following 
For 1931, lst Lieut. Robert D. moor the Armistice, major Lynch served as a 
received the Avard ge for his |member of the First Aero Squadron with 
piloting of an airplane, disabled in an | the American Ariy of Occupation ia 
air collision, for a length of time suf- | Germany. 
ficient for his pessenger to save him- { Eonorably discharged from the service 
self by 2 parachute jump. It Was then (on August <0, 1919, wajor bench, after 
too late for him to resort to this means | passing the examiaation for aopointiaent 
of escape. Private John B. Smith also in the Air Service, secular Army, was 
received the Award for that year for the | coumissioned a second Tieutenant, July 
rescue of the pilot of a wrecked and (1, 1920. He received a refresher course 
burning airplane in which he had been @ (or flving training at the frimary Ply ing 
passenger. ; i School me Carlstrom Field, Arcadia, Fla 

For 1932, Private Arden mu. Farley re- |craduating from that school in Avril.’ 
ceived the Award for the rescue of Lieut./ 1921, following which he took advanced 
vag on > pag from a Wrecked and burn- Sean as a Bombardment pilot at the 

‘ e. % advanced Flying School at Kell j 

eat. J, L. Bogen, Staff Sgt. Doy D. {Texas. He mas vated an "Airolane Silat “ 
Dodd and Sergeant Thomas J. sogers joints Auzust 4, 1961, and rewained at Kelly ” 
ly received the Award for 1933 for acts {field on’ duty as Supply Officer Lith 
of valor during the rescue of two men (sombardment Scuadron, until February <5 
trapped in a burning airplane. . 192, when he was transferred to the ” 

e late Licut. Robert K. Giovannoli Philippines where he performed variou 

received the Award for 1935 in recogni- (duties at Kindley Field Fort “lie DI 
tion of his extreme bravery in the res- |. #ollowing his return to the United ail 
ae oF two men from a burning airplane States, major Lynch was assicned as a 
Which had crashed sarang & test flight. student and pursued a communications: 








Lieut. Giovanzoli lost his life in an course at the Air Co on 4 
end weep accident before the actual pre-'at Chanute Field iL Sega pe th sae 
sentation of the Cheney Award to hin. one-year course in communications at the 


Unfortunately, also, Lieut. Bogen lost |Sheifield Scientific Schocl aiver- 
his life last becember while flying as j{sity, and ypon com saitihe the ofttie 2k. 
co-pilot of ea Western Air Express plane, |turhed to Ghanute leld, Where he served 
Which crashed during a fog. ‘as an instructor in communications until 
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wovember 18, 19-9. He was then trans- 
ferred to Xelly Field, where he served 
for ten wonths, mostly in the capacity 
of communications officer of the Advanc- 
ed Flyin; School. . 

From September, 1930, to wovember,1931, 
wajor Lynch was on duty at Dodd Field, 
Fort San Eouston, Texas, where he served 
as communicetions officer of that field 
and of the lzth Observation Souadron. 
For nearly four years thereafter he was 
on duty at Brooks Field, Texas, Where 
his duties were mostly concerned with 
communications work. He was then trans- 
ferred to his present station, Fort Sill. 


STAR? SERGEANT JOSEPH L. wURRAY 


Staff Sergeant Joseph L. imrray, who 
is now stationed with the First Balloon 
Company at Post Field, Fort Sill, Okle., 
and who holds a commission as a second 
licutenant in the Air Reserve, was born 
at Philadelphia, Pa., February 18, 1903. 
He graduated from the Girard College Pres 
rrceny. School at Philadelphie, and en- 

isted in the Regular Ary on March 7, 
1g2c, After serving at Langley Field, 
Va., with the Airship School Detachment , 
and later with the «4th Airship Service 
Company at Scott Field, ill., he quali- 
fied in July, 1923, for appointment as a 
flying cadet and commence et ae at 
the Balloon end Airsaip School at Scott 
Field, September 10, 1923. He completed 
the course of instriction at this school 
August 15, 1924, whereupon he Was commis- 
sioned a <nd Lieutenant in the Air Re- 
serve. He was rated "Balloon Observer 
a Airship Pilot," effective August 29, 

924, 

Sergeant surrey Was promoted to the 
rade of Corporal in April, 19<5; to 
ergeant in September, 1925; and to Staff 

Sergeant in February, 1930. 

Upon reenlistment in 1925, he Was as- 
Signed to the leth Airship Company at 
Scott Field and served in the capacity 
of pilot, rigger and crew chief on the 
various types of non-rigid airships as- 
Signed to that organization. 

When the First Balloon Company Was or- 
ganized in way, 19<9, and assigned to 
station at Fort Sill, Okla., Sergeant 
4 had was transferred to this organiza- 

ion. 


=--000--- 


The Head-warters and Headquarters 
Souadron, 8th Pursuit Group, Langley . 
Field,Va., now has a B=108 Bowbardment 
type airplane which is being used to tow 
machine gun targets for the use of the 
entire Group. Heretofore the problem of 
firing at towed targets.at altitudes 
— than 10,000 feet was difficult to | 
solve. By using this large ship designed | 
for higher altitudes, and with a large 
amount of power, any size target can be 
easily towed at a speed which gives the | 





attacking airplanes a fairer approxima- 
tion of the speeds now encountered in 
attacking modern aircraft. 

, ---000--- 


SOLDIER'S mEDAL TO PRIVATE WELSH 


For a deed of heroism performed while 
in the service of the United States Army 
when stationed at the Presidio of 
wonterey, Calif., Stanley Rk. Welsh, of 
Vallejo, Calif., received the Soldier's 
medal at a review held on January Yih 
at Hamilton Field. Lieut. Colonel 
Russell preseated the medal after read- 
ing of the citation by. major John wu. 
Davies, Adjutant of the Air Base. The 
citation reads as follows: "Staaley R. 
Welsh, (Army Serial No. 6549561), Pri- 
vate, Headquarters Troop, llth Cavalry, 
Jnited States Army. For heroism display- 
ed in saving a man from droWning in the 
werced Hiver, Yosemite national Park, 
Calif., on June <0, 1936. while sitting 
On the bank, Private welsh noticed thai 
a2 man was in distress out in the river 
about 75 yards distant. With utter dis- 
regard for his own safety he pluaged 
into the swift current, succeeded in 
bringing the man to the surface and tow- 
ing him to the beach where he immediately 
administered artificial respiration ua- 
til the man was revived." 

After the preseatation, ir. Welsh stood 
With Colonel Iussell and received the 
review of troops -° members of both the 
Base force and the Seventh Bombardinent 
Group. 

---000--- 


UnWELCOmE GRASS 


A patch of green gxaas is restful to 
the eyes and generally a welcome sight. 
But there are exceptions. ‘the sNews 
Letter Correspondent from luxe Field, 
I.H., states that War has been declared 
and 1s now being bitterly fought for the 
possession of Luke Fiela's new and wide- 
ly advertised landing mat. Sinister and 
mysterious forces are at Work beneath 

the mat, possibly the menehunes (Hawaiian 
brownies to you), causing glorious lush 
green grass to grew on the flying field 
Where it would never grow before and 
burst through the surface of the mat in 


| engaging green patches. 


Secona Lieut. Willian I. Fernald, Air 
xeserve, Airdrome Oificer, marshalling 
he forces at his command, recently open- 
ed a vigorous offensive with liwi 
chemiceis, and just plain hoes and 
shovels, tc destroy the importunate 
enemy. At this Writing the latter is at 
least temporarily overcome, though the 
Situation is rage tee uncertainty. 
---—-O0U0—--— 


The wews Letter will welcome the re- 


'ceipt of items relating to the activities 


at xandolph Field, Texas. 
= V-7217, A. C. 








Pilots fro the Office of the Chief of 
the Air Soros and »ollin, Field receat- 
ly spent severel deys testing and making 
reports on © new type of landing gear 
for cargo airplenes. It was installed 
on a Doazlas OAs-B Amphibian at irigat 
Field and tne plane Was brougat to 
Bolling Field by Lieut. Fearl HE. «obey, 
Air Corps, for further tests. The reg- 
ular retractable lending gear was moved 
back abaut two feet on the hull of the 
Plene and fixed in the dowa positioa. 
This change in the location of the | 
landins gear pleced the center of gravi- | 
ty well forward of the wheels, so a ! 
taird wheel was fixed to the front of 
the fuselege. This wheel aligns itself 
to the direction in which the plane is 
travelinz and keeps it in a level posi- 
tion instead or the usual "tail down" 
position. Such an arrangement precludes 
any possibility of the plane aosing over , 
from the sudden application of brakes 
and considerably lessens tie possibility | 
of greunc loops. The pilots who tested — 
the ecuipment were well pleased with its 


performance. 
---0Q00- -— 


OLL JKISHT TaICYCLE LAsDILWG GEAR 50BS UF : 


"Just sixty-five miles soutn of Langley’: 
Field and 2 little over 33 years ago, 
says the scribe of the 33rd Pursuit 
Souadren, Langley Field, Va., “tue wright 
Brothers flew their first aeroplane, a 
contraption man said would not fly. It 
had a tricycle landing gear, and today, | 
after all these years of aeronautical en-4 
gineering, it seems as if the boys at 
Wrignt Field think that the tricycle 
landing gear Was not so bad after all. 
And now at Langley Field We watch an 
OA4-A ecuippec With about the sane type 
of tricycle landing gear. Tne two main | 
wheels have been moved back and a third , 
Wheel placed on the nose. It takes off, | 
flys, lands and taxies all in flying po-| 
sition, lands down wind, cross wind or | 
just any way the pilot cares to, end it | 
as no tendency to ground loop ai all. 
To see it lend you Would think it might | 
nose over, but instead she roils along, 
hands off'." | 
---000--- 
{ 
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'frow Selfridge Field, mich. 
‘Langley Field an 


‘flights frou tae marine Corps at juantico, 
‘Va., and from the wavy. 


,Scnool for the 19357-1938 course. 


Giles 
oenit Lead 


ment weather in the form of steady rain 


‘and a ceilin, below 520 icet preventec 
‘any flying. 
‘ral, wajor Harlan fT. 


The day betore the Incugu- 
woCormick, leading 
a tlight of twelve P-<c6é's, and ..ajor 
warren A. maxwell, leading a flisht of 
twelve PB-<c's, arrived ait Bollin. field 
in autici- 
pation of ne another flicht frou 
supplementing similar 


Sut iaauguratioa Lay started out with 


-a@ steady rain that lasted nearly all dey 
‘and, though it did not prevent the 


ground parade, it aid preveat flying. 


---000--- 


CUnméAnl Bul Ghvonal STARS SCHOQUL DETAILS 


A total of 37 Aiz Corps officers were, 


‘uader Special Orders of the war Devart- 


ment recently issued,designated as siv- 
Geuts at the Coimand end General Staif 
Yaese 
ofiicers ere relieved from further as- 


'sismment end duty at their preseait sta- 


tions, effective at_suca time as will 
enable them to couply with their orders, 


are then assigned to station at Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas, will proceed at the 


proper time to that statioa and revort 
between aucust 19 end <1, 1937, to the 
voumandant of the Couwwiand and General 
Staff School for duty. These officers 


'e26-2- 


wieut. Colonel Floyd ¥. Galloway 
(uwajor; Fort Lewis, wash, 
wieut. Colonel Leo A. Walton, warch 


|Field, Celif. 


majors George H. Beverley aad .ilo 
ucCune (Caoteins) Barksdale Field, Le. 

.ejors Sugene L. Bubanuk, Barney ... 
Clements wcumllen and Ennis ©. 
Captains), Langley Field, Va. 
major Frecericx i. Evans (Captain), 


‘Captains nay L. OWens and Hobert uw. 


Jebster, waxwell Field, Ala. 

wajor George C. ucDonald, (Captain), 
wmitcnel Field, «.Y. 

wejor Youger 4. Pitts (Captain),Hors. 
7th Corps Area, Omwaha, webraska. 


‘and the followins-naned ofticers now at- 


tending tae Air Vorps Tactical School: 
wajor harold H. George 
wajors (Captains) Janes D. Givens, 


Srederick «. Hopkins, +i John W. 


wOnahen and Job 3. wowlan 
Captains Orvil A. Anderson, Earl W. 








RAlw PRSVEsTS InwAUGURAL DAY FLIGHTS 
|Baraes, James » Bevans, Lawreace J. Carr, 


Inauguration Day in Vashinzton means (Ciiniton wv. Davies Usgal G. E 

~ 7 S. | : G. #nt, Donald F. 

ee to taousands of people Who travel Pritch, xobert W. Harper, Joh.’ 3, Havsins, 
ong distances to Witness not only the ‘Joe iL. Loutzeuheiser, Ediund C. Lynch, 


inauguration ceremonies but also the ‘John F. wcBlain. Earl &. Pa ¢ an 
great parade that follows. Siace most ‘5, Stowell, Yantis i. Gaylor and°ialiece 


of the parade consists of details from ; 
all arus of the service, it would not bel sae ae Joseph G. Hopkins, Jilliem 
‘ ¢ + - ’ . Cc 


the Air Co 
fect formation. 


Complete without a representation from Aad. Robertson and willerd R. Jolfinbarzer 


s droning overhead in per- 


Although the Air Corps | Wi aes 


Was included in the parade plans, incle-| 
-6- V-7217, A.C. 
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NEW wINTATURE RAwGE AT KELLY FIELD 
By the wews Letter Correscondent 


ield has a new building! As if | 
be it heredy | 
| 


Kelly f 
wonders will never cease 
told in secret conclave 
ed Flying School now boasts the corner- | 
stone of permenent construction is near- | 
ing completion as the new miniature Range | 


that the Advanc- 


takes on its finishing touches. VYisit- | 
ing civilians, itinerant aviators, ana 
even permanent post personnel have won- 
dered and questioned just what that con- 
stantly growing octagonal cement struc- 
ture at the extreme eastern end of the. 
hanger line might be. It has been 
called everything from a grain elevator 
to a lethel gas chamber. 

As a receptacle of incarceration it 
could not be improved. towering 64 reet 
hich, wita walls of reinforced concrete 
two feet tnick, and having an inside di- 
ameter of 60 feet, 4 inches, it is a 
veritable fortress. There are two bal- | 
conies for student observers, at 46 feet,, 
103 in, elevation, and 56 feet, 105 in. 
elevation, respectively. 


x The lnastruc- 
tor's platform extends out from the 
south wall 20 feet, and is several feet 
above the top balcony. It is felt that 
all instructors will desire a safety 
belt firmly wired to the platform. The 
height is not only enough to make an avi- 
ator dizzy, but esy slip of one's foot 
would mean a 60-foot drop. 

Perachutes have been sugzested as re- 
ouired emuinment. Locate 


' 


r around the 
two balconies are stations for studeuts, 
each to be ecuippec with signal communi- 
Cations so they may send and receive 
messages. aA motion picture booth is lo- 
cated in the top center of the building. 
Similar to the methed now used, a ter- 
rain board is to be installed on the 
ground floor on which will be represent- 
ed appropriate terrain in relief and to 
scale, with hichways and railways, and | 
two opposing ground forces. The terrain 
board will heave numerous perforations 
beneath which will be lights which may 
be flashed on or off from the instruc- | 
tor's control board to give the effect 
of shell anc shrapnel bursts. The ter- 
rain board proper, on the floor level, |, 
1s four feet above the circular pit, | 
which allows access to the wiring and 
light system. 
ere will also be installed on the | 
ground floor an Infantry and Artillery | 
panel system to demonstrate one-way pro- | 
cedure. Tuese panels will be illwninat- | 
ed and controlled by switches from the | 
Control room switchboard. The proposed 
arrange.ent is to give the effect of 
ground forces displaying the different 
panels to the airplane f ying overhead. 
new 4 of instruction is under con- | 
Sideratioa, and with its adoption and | 
perfection it is believed that the In- 
fantry and Artillery courses will be 
more easily and accurately presented to 


' their normal shape as picke 


the student. The sensinz problem will 


be more realistic’anc as close to ovserv- 


ing real fire as possible. 

First, moving pictures are to be teken 
from the air of Artillery and Infaniry 
in action, With tre camera actually re- 
cording ail types of adjustments and the 
sound apparatus reproducing the comuai- 
cation of the adjustment. These pic- 
tures will be projected on a horizontal 
screen installed on the ground floor. 
this motion picture screen is to be con- 


i'gtructed on rollers so it could be super- 


imposed on the terrain board without 
difficulty. 

Tic Totioa picture booth is to be built 
into tre top ceater of the building and 


‘Will provide auple room for two projec- 
'vors to be installed vertically. 


With the actual movies as one iiethod 
or illustration, still another idea is 
being developed to give the student 
pracviice in sensing shots and procedure. 
The second plan is to have the Sigaal 
Corps make animated moving picture di- 
agrams of provlems involving all types 
of acjustments. The student views the 
shots as from the airplane and proceeds 
with his sensings and actual ground com- 
munication. This plan has the advantage 
Over tne terrain board with lizhted 
holes, in that the bursts appear in 
i up by the 
Camera or eye; they drift and disappear 
as they normally Would, while the lichts 
are necessarily fixed in position an 
size and merely represent the position 
of a shot. | 

It is felt that this new s.iniature 


/Kange will be a vast improvement over 


the old one. And the permanency of 

this structure leads to the hope that 

in the not too distant future Kelly 

Field mey tie the other air fields and 

boast of all new buildings too. 
---000--- 


THE GEn OF THE YEAR 


The Dougles was flying blind. A woman 
passenger looked out to the rizht side 
through the window, called the stewardess, 
and asked, "What's that light out there?" 

"That's a navigation light." . 

Later she moved to the Other side of 
the ship in order to get the reading 
light over her left shoulder. She call- 
ed the stewardess again, "hat's that 
other lisht out there?" 

"That's a navigation light 


: \ too." 
"ow, isn't that sinple? 


Au the 


; pilot has to do is to keep the airplane 
| between those two lixhts. 


well, it isn't ys 5 if you don't, 
| O-=— 
There are <70 young women employed as 


i hostesses and 42 men employed as stewards 


On American-operated air lines. 
V-7217, A.C. 
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SIGE SFEED IN wii BOWBER 


“Comparines feverebly with the speed of 
Howard duches, holder of the transcontin- 
ental soeed record of nine hours, twenty- 


six mimuates from Los Anseles to wew York, '! 


Was the non-step flight ef Colonel 
Follett Bradley, Chief of Statf of the 
GHQ Air Force, from Sen Antonio to 
Langley Field," says the Langley Field 
News Letter Correspoadent, who ¢oes on 
to say that Colonel bradley in a stand- 
ard B-13 Bowber took off from haudolph 
Field at 9:50 a.m. and, favored by 
strong Winds at 9,000 feet, passed over 
Langley field just five hours and forty 
minutes later, thereby establishing a 
record ror flights between these points. 
Colonel Bradley's average speed was <44 
miles per hour, and he reports that at 
times @ ground speed of 275 miles per 
hour Was mainteined. Accompanying 
Colonel sradley on the trip was wajor 
James P. Hodges, co-pilot; Sergeant 
mOran, crev chief, and Private Guwitter, 
radio operator. 

Curiously enough, the Langley Field 
Corres»ondent wrote the above news item 
on January 18th, just the day berore 
Howard Hu ues eclipsed his owa transcon- 
tinental speed record by flying the 2490 
miles frow Purbank, Calif., to sewark, 
w.J., ia 7 hours, bg mimutes and 25 sec- 
onds, or at an average speed of 332 
miles an hour. 

Accorcin to newspaper reports, Hughes 
during the early part of his hasty tri 
across the United States flew at an alti- 
tude of 20,000 feet, and while over 
SaRalow > AF S20nR, the cold and lac!: of 


1 


oxygen hir_ on the edge of unconsci- 
Ousness. Barely able to mace nis hands 
respond, ne shoved the control stick 

slowly forward until the richer, warmer 


@ir of 15,000 feet brought nim back to 
normal. 

eeagretalated on all sides for his re- 
merkedle performance, Huzhes stated that 
the credit should <o to George Palmer, 
his desizuer, who hed taken the sorthrop 
Genwa low wing monoplane in which the 
previous trauscontinental s.,eed record 
Was made, leagthened the wings to 3 
feet, widened them, substituted a new 
retractable landin: gear, and mede some 
refinenents in the fuselage. feluer 
also took a Pratt & whitney "wasp,Jr." 
14-cylinder engine and stepped it up to 
1,000 horsepower. So powerful is this 
motor, according to Palmer's statement, 
that Hucies on his record-vreal-ins trip 
used but 600 of its potential power, be- 
Cause the airplane could not carry 
enough fuel for a 2500-mile trip at top 
speed. ‘te further stated that, in view 
of the fact that 200 gallons oi gas were 
consumed out of the 254 gallons the 
plane carried at the start of the flight, 
the plane would have a truising radius 
of 3,500 miles at that rate of fuel con- 


| swaption. 

|; At the rate of speed colonel Bradley 
-made the trip from San Antonio to Langley 
‘Field, his time for tne entire trip o 
2500 miles across the continent - ssui- 
ling that he flew non-stop and that the 

| same conditions prevailed all the vay - 
i'would Have been approximately 10; hours. 
Delvin. into the 
i The first soa-stop iligvht across the | 

i American continent - an achievement which 
| startlec the country - was we bs ag a0 
|on way <, 1923, by the Ariy pilots, Lis. 
‘John A. macready anc Oakley G. selly, 


past just a little: 


‘who nezotiated the distance of 25< 
‘miles from Wew Yori to San Diego in tie 
| Trausport +2 in <6 hours, 50 minutes 
-and 38 seconds. 

| ‘The aext year, on June <érd, Lieut. 
‘gussell L. mauguan, on his celebrated 

‘ "Dawn to Dusk flizat," clipped some five 
'hours off this record, although his ac- 
| complishment Was not a non-stop flicnt. 

| Flyine from sew iork to San francisco, 

| and waicing stops at Dayton, Qhio; St. 
(Joseph, «0.; wOrth rlatte, web.; _ 
_Cheyeume, wyo., aud Selduro, Utah, he 
accomplished the entire trauscoatinental 
_jourrey in his little Curtiss Pursuit 
‘Plane in an elapsed time of <l hours: and 
' 48.5 wmiautes. 

' ‘hus aviation marches oa. 

~--000--- 
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TiO LAwsbsY FLiELD wOw00KS. REV AGDED 
| Before a review of all the Lanzley 
Field Air Base troops, Staff Sergeant 
|; willie L. worris and Sergeant Jayne D. 
;musser were presented the Soldier's 
,nedal by Brigadier General Henry ©.Pratt, 
,Cowmandins General of the Second Ving, 
‘GEQ Air Force, for heroism in saving 
_valuable ;overmment property and possible 
‘loss ot life, when an experimental flare 
' started to ignite while vein; installed 
'ia an airplane. With complete disrecerd 
‘itor their own personal safety, these two 
‘men rewoved the flare and attempted to 
| carry it to a safe distance from the air- 
plane. The flare, however, exploded 
|; while near the plane, injuring Sergeant 
imusser anc ignitins the Win. of the air- 
\pPlane.  _ , 
|. Says the Lan ley Field Correspondent: 
|"We all congratulate these two men on 
|receivin. tuis honor, Which they so 
‘richly deserve, also the cOth Bombardment 
' Squadron." 

---000-—~ 
Air Reserve) Grace 
Stewart Bond, of Chicago, Ill., an 
iGilmore Vincent minnis, of Hadley, Pa., 
jnow oa duty in the hawaiian Departient 
(‘are continued on active duty to June 15, 
1939. Second it. Harold L. Jones, Air 


Second Lieuts. 


xes., of bath, Pa., Was assigned to ac- 
tive duty at mitcnel Field to Jaa.14, '40. 
10- V-7217, B.C. 
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LA\DING AT Aw ALZPORT DURING "SOUFY" WEATHER 


In a recent issue of IEE AIax LInb "“\hat's your altitude? Two hundred? _ 
PILOT, a inouthly aeronautical publica- | Ceiling is one thousand feet end visibil- 
tion, a chief pilot of one of the commer-} ity two miles.' ; : 
cial airlines Lets fly several siarply | nen the pilot shoulc euter iato the , 

ointed darts at the ground men of air- | spirit of the joke and chortle, "Ha, na! 


ine organizations, particularly the | Whe flizht superiatendent says - 
treffic control tower men. First off, | “if you can't land, doa't do it. Go 
he advances wnat appear to be plausible ' to Albany. You say tnat's closed in! i 


reasons as to why airplanes are spoken / guess I'll have to look at the teletype." 
of in the feminine gender, to wit: | The pilot then says - “Attaboy!" 

“She made two hundred miles an hour; | The Weather expert says - 

hen she let ne down." 

"You ousi 'em left and they go right; 
you pusa 'ca right and they go left; you 
don't push 'ew and they go mad." 

In view of the above mentioned lack of The pilot, with his other ear - how 
Consideration and agreeableness, the are we ruaning on ears now? Oh! 


| “What's the weather?" He's. simply got 
| 
| 
Chief pilot proposes that the Sperry | With. his left hend the pilot tales a 
| 
{ 
| 


to get that dope so that he can tell the 
pilot, because that's his job - aad its 
| cold and wet outside. 


Gyro Pilot be so designed that the ailer- putty knife and chips a peep hole in his 
ons and rudder could be turned over to ' Windshield for his left eye. In prec- 
the Sverry, wnile the pilot waintains tice he won't be able to see anything 
his influence with the flippers. The ad-' with that eye - except his finish. With 
vantage of this expedient is manifest. | this same hand he controls the ailerous 
The way it is now, When making a blind | and flippers. With the other hand he 


approach on a beam the pilot listens | works the throttle and pitch controls. 
with his leit ear to the radio beam, With! With the other hand he holds the micro- 
his right ear to the traffic control iphone, and With the other he handles the 
tower man in order to keep hi calm When { beam volume control and the radio switch- 


he asks - ; es and the tuning dials, 

"So you're blinc, eh? Well, where are siow, While keeping his left eye clued 
you now?" . oo | On the peep hole, he corxscrews his right 
The 7.0.7. men can't use this informa- | eye over the blind flyin. and motor in- 

tion for any purpose of aidin. the plane sLeumaiite, aad the altimeter and the 
to a landing, beceuse the answer alvays (clock and the airspeed. All of this is 
is - mighty important - at least to his 

"R11 right, I'll bite. Where am I?" creditors. 

Or, wore poetically, "Smt up." | The. ship acts like a broken field run- 

The purpose of this incuiry is to keep 'ner, but the pilot throws her for a loss 
the pilot from gettin. bored. The pilot 'at the end of the rumwey, brings her to 
doesn't went to know where he is. de the raup, brushes the ice off his lap 
knows that, ell right. He is in a mess. | and the sweat off his face and goes into 
What he Wants to know is, where the ---- | the operations office, where he is told 
the field is. how to fly a bean. Those boys can bring 

The chier pilot urges that all pilots, in a swivel chair every time, drift and 
faced vith such cheering prattle, reply: ; all. 

"We're up here. where are youj;" sow wow, if the pilot cculd turn over the 
that inrormetion could be used, if he rudder and ailerons to ur. Sperry, he 
could get it. It's just as bright one would have two heads and taree eyes left 
Way as the other. for contingencies. The idea seems at 

then the T.v.T. man says | - least worta a good trial, — 

are you underneath yet?" | But in essence the idea is not so very 

This 1s importent. Depending upon new after all. Pilots since the old 
this information the inignty Tower an Wright pusner days have been turnin: 
knows whether to scratch his left side | over ba control’. Where stands the 
or his right side. P aviator who can claim that he has never 

With the other ear the pilot listens said,- "Here, God, you take her!" 
to his coupany, pepresented by the radio 


operator vino hopes the crack-up will be : j ; 
Where he can see it, for it's a call Second Lieut. Ralph iia. Rodiecik, of 
night; the flight superintendent, who Palestine, Texes, transferred from canana 
Wishes he had taken a look at the to Barksdale Field, was given extension 
Weather the lest hour or two instead of | of active duty to June 15, 1939. Second 
Clearin, the ship in; and the weather Lieut. George Kenneth Crain, Air Reserve, 
expert, Who does lock at the weather, of Birmingnam, Ala., Was also assigned 
though, of course, not the actual to active duty at Barksdale Field, his 
Weather - that's against the rules - but |tour to terminate January 14 194, Tris 
at a sheet oi yellow paper which looks date also teriuinates the active duty tour 
professional as ell get out. | of <nd Lieut. Alfred George Jitter, Air 
The operator says - Reserve, Of Bennefonte, Pa., assigned to 
station at mitchel Field 
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Trager, William* 
O'Sullivan, Mortimer* 
Binder, Michael* 
Sanders, Aaron J. 
Mathews, Yarcell L.* 
O'Donnell, James D. 
Francisco, Ray 
Bohrat, Joseph 
Bernier, Alfred 
Grisham, Jemes S.* 
Napier, Wythe J. 
Tingle, Dan W. 
Johnson, LeRoy L.* 
Booth, Brainard D. 
Bray, Neal 

Adams, Arthur H. 
Riley, William J. 
Duke, Robert* 
Arnold, George 
Mooney, Harry 
Small, Ballard B. 
Glendy, Elga M. 

St. John, Ruben 
White, Benjamin*® 
Laver, Joe G.* 
Maxwell, Edcil C. 
Bollenbach, John 
Miller, Edward 
Wetteran, Edvard W. 
<® Moody, Williem T.* 
31 Goff, Ira A. 

32 Duprey, Joseph A. 
33 Grinme, John P.* 

34 McKnight, Charles H. 
35 Klinger, 3cnjamin H.* 
36 Carr, Lym 3.* 

37 Kretz, “Yilliam 

38 Rohlik, Waldoe* 

39 McAndrews, John 

40 Bentley, Leonard L. 
41 Malloy, Stephen A. 
42 Hobson, Earl 

43 Pearson, Jemes 

44 Ceccato, Peter 

45 Walters, Clyde L. 
46 Stoser, Walter 

47 NeNeely, Ralph 

48 Suggs, John WM. 

49 Leffler, Charles E. 
50 Kendrick, Bryan J. 
51 Carpenter, Ross 

52 Hohensee, Emmett F. 
53 Harrison, George E.* 
54 Kohn, Louis 

55 Harris, Arthur H. 
56 Ashby, Walt ter G. 

57 Justice, Nye P. 

58 Draper, Charles ¥. 
59 Witsch, Henry A. 

60 Winans, Edward L.* 
61 Ward, Leamon V. 

62 Lorimer, Robert R.* 
63 Johnson, Lonnie M. 
64 Davids, Ewald* 

65 Gordon, Frederick 
66 Moslander, Charles E. 
67 Innes, Victor A. 

68 Cobb, Horace W. 
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69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
Tt 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
65 
86 
87 
88 
89 
20 
91 
92 
93 
94 
95 
96 
97 
98 
99 
100 
101 
102 
103 
104 
105 
106 
107 
108 
109 
110 
111 
112 
113 
114 
115 
116 
117 
118 
119 
120 
121 
122 
123 
124 
125 
126 
127 
128 
129 
130 
131 
132 
133 
134 
135 
136 


Swanstn, Nels 
Wing, Richard 
Doyell, Clyde 
Hans, Karl L. Ke 
LicGhee, Lloyd H. 
Darby, Harry 
Shepard, Delana A. 
Wentzell, James H.* 
Lantz, Carl G. 
Wheeler, Adan L. 
Ritenour, Ervin ¥. 
Herb, Donald P. 
Schmidt, George E. 
LeRoy, Harold D. 
Stein, Joseph J. 
Brown, Lee E. 
McCartney, George D. 
Blais, James G. 
Haffner, Hans G.C. 
Von EBuw, John B. 
Wiedekemp, Karl T. 
Blackden, William EH. 
Rluchan, Charles 
DesMarais, Willian 
Auer, Adam M. 
Jensen, Peter 

Hill, James V.* 
Albin, Louis B. 
Alexander, Harry ‘V.* 
Cheska, Benjamin A. 
Graham, John 

Crone, Carmon 
Gargus, Alvin W.* 
Downing, Harvey J. 
Miller, Fred P. 
Turner, William H. 
Hopper, Walter S. 
Gcad, Robert L. 
Apple, William V. 
Reymond, Edgar J. 
Jones, Hurley D. 
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Van Matre, Willian 4. 


Jecksen, Paul 3. 
Roberts, Carl C. 
Hoijer, Richard EF 
Filkins, Joseph A. 
Grabsky, Welter* 
Williams, Wallace 
Scheefer, Chris J.H. 
Willison, Thomas L. 
Lofley, “illiam J. 
Peckham, Russell C. 
Valtierra, Leobardo 
Gibbins, Stanley K. 
Simons, Wilbur J. 
Beros, Rudy J. 
Fisher, George F. 
Thermenos, Nicholas* 
Glasscock, Harry 
Jewell, Arvin B. 
Boward, Richard C. 
Koziboski, Edward A. 
Chambliss, John R. 
Adams, Firman S. 
Stanowich, Steve* 
Werren, Luther* 
Christian, Walter 
Mueller, Charles 
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138 
133 
140 
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142 
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144 
145 
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150 
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152 
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158 
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160 
161 
162 
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166 
167 
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171 
172 
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174 
175 
176 
177 
178 
179 
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188 
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192 
193 
194 
195 
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197 
198 
199 
200 
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NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICERS QUALIFIED FOR MASTER SERGEANT, AIR COHPS 
Effective Januxr, 1, 


Merian, August 
Fusz, Charles F. 
Hobart, Clyde J. 
Loomis, Sidney E. 
Himes, Olin C. 
Wathews, Daniel A. 
Dreier, Elmer L. 
.aroul, John J. 
Glasscock, Benton D. 
Myers, Allen G. 
Fitzgerald, John E. 
Palmer, Clarence A. 
Felly, Robert J.* 
Smith, Alfred N. 
Logsdon, Jewel G. 
Casto, Clyde R. 
Moorhead, William B. 
Cattarius, Adolph 
Thompson, Benton T,. 
Eoffmen, Carl 
Thomas, Robert H. 
Tupper, Hobson 
Thomas, Edwin 2. 
Sampson, Harold F. 
Raldwin, Thomas J. 
Ferrell, Bruce R. 
Clark, Irvin L. 
Craig, Don J. 
Bell, Charles C. 
Jones, William L.* 
Dombeck, Jacob S. 
Mick, Vernon 
Stolte, Arthur 
Lawrence, Earry E.* 
Johnson, Harold V. 
Waters, Claude G. 
Rosser, John C. 
Swisher, Douglas M. 
lbeore, Virgil 
Sasey, Patrick T.* 
Freshwater, Glenn ©. 
Parrett, Raywond C. 
Burroughs, John J. 
Wright, Lee F.* 
Wallace, John 2&.D. 
Revert, Artie L. 
Waddell, Walter A. 
Forrest, James A. 
Freathy, Albert E. 
Fartley, Ernest N. 
Fenneck, Michael P. 
Townsend, William B. 
Fox, William B. 
Olson, Gilbert 
Scott, Elliott 
Redifer, Karl 8. 
landles, Arthur =. 
Eughes, Raymond J. 
Pope, William E. 
Faust, Carl M. 
liiller, Joseph J.* 
Silvers, Lee 
Gossett, Henry 
Marth, Eugh J. 
Reist, Fmil 
Akers, Thornton 
Tomberlin, George D. 
Waytulonis, Victor M. 
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Siebenaler, Frank J. 


205 Foster, Edwin C. 216 Brown, George D. 227 

206 Hamilton, Robert E. 217 Scott, Grover B. 228 Hahn, Richard* 

207 Grossman, Peul 218 Axford, Leo W.* 229 Cayhue, Arthur H. 
208 Callaghan, George 219 Harvon, William T.* 250 Hewitt, Albert G. 
209 Croy, “illiam D. 220 Brees, William M. 231 Dryer, Howard H. 
210 Junkert, Albert G. e2l Crawford, Wallace W. 232 Grey, Josevh R. 
211 Walsh, Lambert C. eee Field, Charles 3. 233 Falkrod, Benjamin F. 
2l2 Gray, Henry H. 223 Dozier, John 234 Totman, Thecdore C. 
213 Herman, Leo I. 224 Schooler, Oscar H. 235 Johnson, Lloyd i." 
214 Mitchell, Gregory A. 225 Holt, Jewel A.* 236 Mannion, Martin D. 
215 Ferguson, Archie L. 226 Philapy, Russell L. 237 Hudson, Littleton 


NOTE: Nemes marked with an asterisk denote 


the grade of First Sergeant. All others 


carry the grade of Technical Sergeant. 


It is hoped to publish the list of Staff Sergeants eligible for promotion to 
the grade of Technical Sergeant in the February 15th or, at the latest, March lst, 


issue of the News Letter. 
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7TH BOMB. GROUP CONDUCTS CHEMICAL WARFARE SCHOOL 


The 7th Bombardment Group, Hamilton Field, 
Calif., conducted its first Group Chemical War- 
fare School just before the 1936 Christmas 
holidays. One officer end two enlisted men 
were selected as students from each of the 9th, 
llth, and 3lst Bomberdment Scuadrens, the 88th 
Reconnaissance Squadron, and the 7th Bombard- 
ment Group Headquarters Squadron. The Sth Air 
Base was also renresented by three students, 
making a class of eighteen. 

Classes were held daily, from 11:0C to 12:00, 
over a period of ten days. A variety cf sub- 
jects were covered as thoroughly as possible in 
what turned out to be a surprisingly limited 
amount of time. Chemical agents, gas mask 
drill, individual and collective protection, 
chemical weapons and mmitions, training 
methods, care of equipment, and probable Air 
Corps use of chetical agents were séme of the 
subjects taken up. The course wound up with a 
demonstration of the new ''tomato can'' method of 
laying down heavy concentrations of mstard gas 
from low flying attack planes. 

The officers and soldiers who attended the 
school will act as instructors in their squad- 
rons during the months of January, February and 
Varch, in preperation for the Ving Maneuvers in 
April, when it is expected that each squadron 
must defend its airdrome, its personnel and its 
equipment against chemical attacks to be launch- 
ed by squadrons of the 17th Attack Group. 

Instructors detailed for the school were lst 
Lieut. L.0. Peterson and 2nd Lieut. R.E. Jar-non. 
Both officers had graduated from the First Spe- 
‘cial GHQ Air Force Officers' Course held at the 
Chemical Warfare School, Eégewood Arsenal, Md., 
during the month of May, 1936. 

Students attending the school were: Major 
R.E. Morrison, 2nd Lieuts. J.E. Shuck, E.W. 
Virgin, R.C. Kugel, H.R. Volin, L.A. Welker,Jr., 
Technical Sergeant E.B.R. Adams Staff Sergeants 
A.R. Levesque, F.E. Deyo, Sergeants B.I.Doughty, 
0.C. Yeager, Corporals C. Dixon, L.E. Capps, 
Privates, lst Class, J. Gardner, V.L. Richard- 
son, Privates 0.R. Kamstra, R.W. Echkardt and 
J. Mathison. 

---000--- 


The News Letter Editor would welcome the con- 
tribution of items covering activities at March 
Field, Calif., and Wheeler Field, T.H. 
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|} around Hamilton Field. 


LT. KNIERIE{ AND PV. ROBERTS DIE IN CRASH 


Second Lieut. Eerbert E. Knieriem, Air Re- 
serve, pilot, and Private, lst Class, Hartley 
E. Roberts, radio operator, of Hamilton Field, 
Calif., crashed to their ceaths on the night 
oz January <th. Their plane, a B-103 Bomber, 
was one cf two sent out by the 11th 3ombard- 
ment Squadron for a training flizht over the 
Sen Joaquin Valley. They left the field at 
7:00 pem, and were due to return at 10:00 
pem Having completed their mission, they 
were returning to the base when heavy winds 
and blinding rain squalls were encountered in 
| the vicinity of the Bay Area, andi especially 
The radio station at 
Hamilton Field was in communication with Pri- 
vate Roberts up until 9:50 p.m, and had sent 
out the warning to land as soon as possible, 
as there was imminent danger of the blinding 
curtain of rain closing in on the field. Pri- 
| vate Roberts answered with an affirmative 
ce. 

Whet happened after that is a matter of con- 
jecture. His flight leader, Lieut. A.K. 
Dodson, landed at 10:55 p.m, but, due to the 
heavy winds, was forced off the paved runway 
and escaped by a narrow margin from being 
blovm over. Lieut. Enierien was coming in for 
the landing when the squall closed in, shutting 
off the view and necessitating the need of al- 
titude. 

After a search of twenty hours, the wreckage 
was found scattered over an area of 300 yards 
redius in the northern part of San Pablo Bay, 
some seven miles from the air base. Part of 
the fuselage was found in one spot, while al- 
most 200 feet away were found the engines, 
giving mte evidence of the terrific impact. 
All signs indicated that the plane was flying 
at a speed of 200 miles per hour or better. 

Up until the time of this writing, no trace 
ot the bodies of the two men . has been found. 
Divers from the Navy and the Army blimp from 
luoffett Field assisted searching parties, but 
all to no avail, necessitating the notation 
"Ldssing in line of duty'' being placed after 
the names of both men. 





Lieut. Knieriem was born February 7, 1906, 
at Corbett, Idaho. After graduating from 
grammar schools and high school he attended 
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the Medesto, Celif., Junior College for two 
years, anc for 2? years thereafter he attended 
the San Jose State Teachers College, Celif., 


from which he graduated in June, 1929. For 4 , 
years he was affiliated with the 1&4th Infantry, 


California National Guard, and his vocation in 
civil life was that of en instructor in manual 
training at the city schools of Visalia, Calif. 

Enlisting in the Air Corps, he servec with 
the 75th Service Squadron, Wheeler Ficld, ‘.H., 
from August 26, 1931, to September 20, 1933, 
and with the 6th Pursuit Squadron, Wheeler 
Field, to October 2, 1933, when, passing tne 
examination for a appointment as a Flying Cadet, 
he was sent to the Air Corps Training Center 
for primary flying treining at Raniolph Field, 
Texas. He completed the course of instruction 
in June, 1934; wes trensferred to the Advanced 
Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas; snecialized 
in Bomb arden! Aviation; gradus.ted Octoder 13, 
1934; was rated en "Airplane Pilot,'' effective 
thet date, and assigned to duty unier his Cadet 

status for the period of one year with the 11th 
Bombardment Squadron at Hamilton Field, Calif. 
He was then comnissioned a second lieutenant in 
the Air Reserve anc remained a member cf the 
llth Bombarément Souadron until his wmtimely 
death. 

Private Roberts was born on Octeber 15, 1906, 
at Hagermen, Idaho. He enlisted in the Coast 
Artillery on Jue 1, 1928, and transferred to 
the Air Corps on November 7th, of that year, 
serving with the 23rd Bombardment Sousdron at 
Luke Field, I.H., until August, 1931, when he 
Was transferred to Chanute Field, Rantoul,I1l., 
where he pursued the course of instruction in 
parachute rigcing at the Air Corps Technical 
School. 

Following his greduation as a Parachute 
Rigger, November 127, 19351, Privet e Toberts was 
assigned to the 11th Bombcrdment Squadron, theu 
stationed at uarch Field, Calif., “and his ser- 


vice with this orgenization was continuous from , 


that time. 

The sincere sympathy ef the Air Corps is ex- 
tended to the bereaved families of these men 
who died in the service of their country. 

---000--- 
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TRAININGS IN THE OTH ROMBARIMENT SQUADR 
Normally, one month of good weather is requir- 
ed to comlete bombing for approximetely 2 of- 
ficers. However, the 9th Bomberdment Squadron, 
Hemilton Field, Calif., hes found it difficult 
to train its officers within the past three 


tions, 

Heavy forest fires in the northwest and 100 
miles to the south of Hanilton Field cast a 
blanket over the “est Coast for alrost two full , 
months. These fires started in October and 
lasted throughout November. At times this 
blanket of smoke covered altitudes from zero to | 
seven thousend feet. Only at altitudes greater | 
than 7,000 feet could a pilot have good visibil-' 
ity. This smoke haze presented eliost as great 
@ problem as fog. On the few missions which 
were flown during these two months, it was ne~ 
cessary for the pilots to fly by instruments 


, Tately on course. 


three miles of it. 


‘ to three miles left for the pilot to get accu- 


‘ for each flicht 


., to clear all obstacles, 


| altitude ari begins circling to pics 


‘er, the flight 
‘be joined by their 


of technicue, the altitudes between airplanes 
ial fog concition. 
months, due to extremely poor weether condi- 


| it, essuming that the fog covered a definite 
-erea, and the vilots going under the hood dur- 


| 
\4 
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with no aic from the horizon. 

An approximete age course was flown to- 
ward the target. When the target became vis- 
ible to the vombardier, he made last minute 
corrections ani aided the pilot to get accu- 
Usually the 3 bownbax ‘dier did 
not pick up the target until within two or 
Since inst of this bomb- 
inz was performed at airspeed in excess of 160 
miles per hour, the short time which the two 


rately on course, the bombardier to set up his 
drift and rate of travel can be anprecicted. 

"Tt is hopec that the weather conditions i:mrove 
enough to complete the bombinz satisfectorily 
CAuring the balance of the fiscal year,"' seys 
the Hamilton Fiel¢ Cerresponient. 

The 9th Porbardment Squadron is develoving 
we technique in bringin a formation through 

a fog area wnere favor rable weather conditions 
exist at either end of the erea. 

The Squadron leader, upoa arproach to the 
areca, announces over his radio the altitudes 
the calibrated eairsneed and 
the mgaetic headinz to be flown. The first 
flight flies the exact thousands of feet alti- 
tude and the second the five hundred and, 
where there is a third flight, it flies the 
exact | thousands as assigned to the first 
fli Thus, with three flights, "A,"' 'S" and 
"WC," ol with 7,000 feet sufficient altitude 
"A't Flicht would be 





es~ 


sismed the altitudes | 7,000', 8,000', 9,C00'; 
up ight, 7,500', 8,500', "9,500'; "gn Flight, 
7000" ;,000' end end 9,000". 


The Squadron is then put in right echelon, and 
circling to the left the airplanes leave in 
their respective order at one minute intervals, 
Zlyine the heading, altitude and airspeei as- 
sicned. 


As — as tae formatien has cleared the fog 


aree, the Squadron courmnder amnounces over 
i his radio, "Koz area cleared, assemble at 
Seet,'' - an altitude above those assigned the 
| @irplenes. He then ascends to the announced 


up the 


squadron. As each airplene clenrs the fog 


‘area. and spots the squadron commander, he 


joins in form.ation with hii. As soom 2s the en- 
tire squadron has joined the squadron co-amand- 
leaders leave the forration to 
wing men and then return to 
nore] javelin formetion. With the perfection 


Soli ane 


decreased. 

vechai que kas not yet been used in actu- 
During the recent field ex- 
ercises at Stockton, Calif., the squadron used 


laay De 
wh i $s 


Rich cise IS ie si to mes 


ins the time necessary to cover that area. 
This Squadron has had success in problems of 4 

‘this kind, and believes this technique to be g 

the answer to the problem of moving formations E 

of Sombarement through fog areas. Such tech- E 

nicue is necessary in areas such as the Pacific 3 

coast where localized fog may eccur. 

~--000+-= 
Major Valter L. idller (Captain), Air Corps, 
stationed at Randolph Field, Texas, is under or- 


ers to proceed to his home end await retirement. 
Ve7<l", 


A. C. 
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RESERVS COMMISSIONS FOR FLYING CADETS | WASHINGTON OFFICE NOTZS 





The follovin-~nemed F Flying Cacets of the Air , Colonel Chalmers G. Hall ¢e- 
Corps, members of Class To, 24-2 which graduat- | parked January 27th for teapo- 


ea from the Advenced Flying School, Kelly Field, re ry duty at Hartford, Conn., 
Texas, February 15, 1935, and who will § suortly and. New York ay 
complete their yeer of active duty with Air : 

Corps tactical units, under their; Cadet ‘status, 


i 


Officers Send Air Cores 


i 
vith 























have been recoumended for commission as Second ' staticns who were recently, G3 \ 2 
Lieutenants in the Air Reserve on March 1,1937, on ter sporary duty in the Fe ere KON 
and to be placed on extended active duty on the Chief's office were? TES odayt: 
day foliowing. ‘Lieut. Colonel Carl gp“ gw se 
The nams cf these Flying Cadets and the sta-| Spatz, from Langley ae ee STS ee 
tions at which they are now serving follow: | Field; stajor L.P.. : ‘at j i i g ij aT <i 
Barksdale Field, Shreveport, La. : | Hickey and Captain hd err ad 
Bruce, sertrand 5. Los Angeles,Calif. | 3.R. McReyn olds, i en re 
Camp, Wilbur DP. Arlington, Texas | Langley Field it (il laa 4 ath core f 
nEton, *: : 22a i F an 
Cexpbell, Arch Grehem Fort Worth, Texas) : lf tt & HH | 
Fariss, Wolcott Austin Secranente,Calif. | Vajor Howard 2. Bogert’ , m et See Le 
Hawes, #. Euch Seedrift, Texas Of the Materiel Division, Wright 3 Field, Wes | 
Lessig, Cecil Parker Salina, Kans. | in Washington Jenuery 18th, attending? meet- _ 
Stevens, Kermit D. Portland, Ore. | ing of the National Advisery Cemnittee for 
ade, David Minden, La, | Aeronautics. . 
“hitt, John Doyle _ Austin, Texas | TTS i gra seni M 
Yoed, Robert Cerrell Haynesville, La. Recent visitors tc the Chief's Office were? 
Younz, Harry Blake . _ Birminghan, Ala. | Majer W.C. Morris, Instructor, 37th Division 
OE ee Aviation, Ohio National Guard, Cleveland; Capt. 
Toneoe a fan J : en walle, Cabs. | We EH, Hardy, from Keily Field, Texas, and 
Ryder Robert “s ten an bs Minn, | Captain A.Y. Saith, cf Langley Field, return- 
. Ss “ ‘ Fr mo" | ing from a ferrying trip. 
Familton Field, Calif.: a Lee «'§ Reon 2 Sane 
Finn, Ryder wald> weCoy,Ore. | . Captain John J. Honan, J.A.G. Dept., return- 
Heyes, YilliomL., Jr. Sacramento, Calif. | ed from te morary duty at Wright Field. 
Walker, David Henr Sacramento, Calif. | STE ee eee — atte 
Selfridge Field, ht. Clemens, Mich.: |g eee, a ASR RE Cape ee vey 48 
Johnston, Robert Loughery Bellevue, Pa. | ee ere a ne ee Feehe 
Marion, Charles Bmlen - Detroit, Miche; sist. ‘Colcnel CG... Brower departed for New 
Langley Field, Va.: | Yerk City Jenuary 25th to attend meetings of 
Cavenéh, Kenneth Andrew . Helper, Utah | the Institute of Aeronsutical Sciences and the 
Eakin, John Hitt Hudson, Ohio: Aviaticn Show. 
Gibson, Kemeth H. Salt Lake City, Utah! “> eee 
Johnson, Lowell F. Lafayette, Ind. Lieut. Colonel H.H. Young, whe had a siege 
Longacre, Clarence Kinney Williamsport, Pa. | ef the 'flu,'’ returned to duty January 29th. 
Rueter, Chris E.W. Waco, Texas | OS RE ene "? 
Willoughby, Earl El Centro, Calif. {| . Lieut. Colonel Ross G. pe of the Informe- 


tion Division, returned té duty January 28th 


March Field, Calif. + . aiter feirying an 0-46 from the West Ceast to 








4 “7 aa) ss” | 
Brown, Nelson ‘. Tulare, Calif. | 
7. re the Ecst 1 rt. 
Hardy, John Svencer . . Logansport, La. ; ““° ~° on Pape 000 
» _ = ‘ ---OVU0--- 
Reynolds, Elbert D. Beaumont, Texas | 
vy Ee ae coal mate: (ith . 
larren, Beverly Howerd Plainview, Texas | ACCURACY PLUS 
Mitchel Field, L.I., New York: An 
Burnham, Scbers 2. ‘Battle Creek, Mich. Near the first cf the year, the Air Corps de- 


| 
j 
m “ A Ps ‘ r | ° nia : 

Creer, William Edvard Spanish Forks, Utah: techment eat Peter Pan Airport, Pine Knot,Calif., 
Donicht, Harry Louis Glencoe, iiinn. | wes snow-bound for a week. A record five-foot 
! 
' 
' 


Helfert, Nowerd YY. Sioux Falls, S.D. | snowfall blecked both roads into the Big Bear 
Lancaster, Charles C., dr. Lexington, Ky. | Valley, in which the airport is situated. Radio 
Olinger, Robert L. Angela, Ind. | messages indicated an _ impending food shortage. 
Sexton, Robert Curtis Los Cruces, N.M. | The 19th Bombardment Group was then ordered to 
Sherman, Villard E. Mt. Vernen, S.D. | drop focd and other supplies te the detachment 
Wackwitz, Ernest F. ,Jzs Rockville Center,N.Y..) personnel at-.the cam, f 
Talker, Audrin R. University, Ala. Flying Cadet. Ketcham, 30th Bomb. Sqdn., or 
---000--- derec to deliver the supplies to the canp, flew . a 


a B-10B, with Flying Cadet Boyd and Corporal 
Wellwood as crew. Some of the supplies were 
ttached te parachutes, while cthers were 

wrapped so that they could be drcpped in the 


Recent operaticns of the 31st Bombardment 
Squadron, Hamilton Field, Calif., were deveted 
mainly to instrument flying and dead reckoning 
navigation. Seventy-five percent ef the offi- | snow with no damage. After trying several ap- 
cers qualified in instrument flying, and the proaches to determine which one was most favor- 
navigation training is well under way. (Continued on Page 22) 
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LIEUT. COLOWEL CLInTOw w. HOWARD ,sion, Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, Col. 
|doward served as Chief of the Airplane - 
Lieut. Colonel Cliaton ji. Howard, Air (Branch until August, 1928, and as Chief 
Corps, now attending the Amy war College of the Experimental kngineering Section 
was born at Brockton, mwass., sovember 27, | (later the Engineering Section, until 
1890. After attending Clari: University ‘January, 1934, when he Was assi-ned to 
For two years, he the Office, Chief of the Air Corps 


at worcester, ass. ; She ; 2 
received appointment as cadet at the |washingtoa, D.C., Where he was on duty 
United States silitary Apecany trom ‘in the Training and Operations Division 
which he graduated June lc, l is, When {for a year, and thereafter, until 
he was appointed a second lieutenant and |August, 1965, he served in the capacity 
assigned to the Grd Field Artillery. ,of Assistant Executive. 


He served at Sparta, Wis., to September, After completing the oue~year course 
20, 1915; at Fort Sheridan, I1l., as in- at the Army Industrial College, frou 
structor at the First Training — to ‘which he graduated in re 1945, Col, 

ve en 


October 15, 1915; at Fort Sam Houston, _Howard Was assigued as student at the 
Texas, to sovember 16, 1915, being as- Army War College. 
signed to the 4th Field Artillery on | ---000--= 


November 2nd. He served with this regi- | 7... 
ment at Zl Paso, Texas, to march 18, | LIEUT. COLOWEL BEwAuIn G. VSIE 
1916, and then with the Punitive Expedi- | 

| 


tion into wexico. He was promoted to Lieut. Colonel Benjamin G. Weisz, Air 


lst Lieutenant, July 1, 1916. 'Corps, now on duty in the Pana a Canal 
Attached to the Aviation Section, Sig- i Department as Commanding Officer of 

nal Corps, July 7, 1916, Col. Howard \Alorook Field and the 16th Pursuit Group, 

completed flying training and received |Was born at Springfield, Ohio, July 25 

the Fasang of Junior wilitary Aviator, | 1891. Upon his graduation from the 7.$. 

April 6, 1917, which automatically pro- (silitary Academy, June 1-, 1914, he Was 


moted him to Ceptain. He served as Sup- ' commissioned a second lieutenant and as- 
Rly Officer at the Signal Corps Aviation , Signed to the 4th Infantry. He served 
chool, San Diego, Calif., to August, ‘With his regiment at Vera Cruz, uwexico, 
1917, aad was then transferred to Post ‘September lo to wovember 19 1914; at 
Field, Fort Sill, Okla., and assigned to /Galveston, Texas, to September 4, 1915; 
duty as Officer dn Charge of Plying. In |in the Brownsville Texas, District, to 
warch of 1918, he was transferred to June ll, 1916. Attached to the Aviation 
Langley Field, Va., where he was command-|Section, Signal Corps, he was assisned 
ing officer of the School for Aerial Ob- |as student at the Aviation School at San 
servers until August 15, 1918. From i'Diego, Calif., and,upon the completion 
that date until warch, 1919, he was in jof his flying training, his next tour 
command of Langley Field and, after sev- |of duty Was at Kelly Field, Texas, where 
eral weexs' duty at Kockwell Field, ifrom July le, 1917, to August 31, 1917, 
Calif., as Officer in Charge of wainten- |he commanded the 3rd Aero Souadron. Fe 
ance and supply he Was assigned to the (was transferred with this organization 
command of the dir Service F ying School /to Post Field, Fort Sill, Okla., and was 


at Payne Field, West Point, miss. | stationed there until march 19, 1916, 
Col.. Howard assumed command of Fost Following duty at Langley Field, Va., as 

Field, Fort Sill, Okla., on January 10, (‘director of the Zchoo! for Aerial Ooser- 

1920. In July of that year he was vers, and for a short period as Znzineer 


laced in command of Pope Field, Fort Officer, to February 5, 1919, Col. Weir 

ragg, «.C., and remained on this duty (was transferred to Washington, D.C., for 
until October £8, 1931, when he was as- /|duty in the Office of the Chief of Air 
Signed as student officer at the Air. Service as Assistant to the Chief of 
Service Eazineering School, wcCook Field,|ingine and Plane maintenance Section 
Dayton, Ohio. His graduation from this | Supply Group to September 7, 1919. 
school in Auzust, 1921, was followed by Slavatarest to the Air Depot at Fair- 
duty for a period of two years as @ stu- jfield, Ohio, he Was on duty as Sngineer 
dent at the Massachusetts Institute of Officer to Jamary, 1920, and Commandant 
Technology, Caibridge, Mass. He then ot the Stockxeepers School until October 
returned to ucCook Field ror duty in the |8, 19¢1, When he was assigned to the com 
office of the Chief Engineer, Engineering mand of the Little nock, Arc.. Air In- 
Division. He was 1 gee chief £n- termediate Depot. In September) 192 
gineer of this Division in July, 1924, [he sailed for duty in the Philiopincs 
and remained on this duty for a little [where he commanded kindley Field and the 
Over a year, when he was transferred to !<cud Observation Scuadron until march 
foreign service, serving in the Failip- |1925, and wichols Field and the 4th ’ 

di cer of the 4t 





ines as Commen Off Composite Group to September, 1924, Upon 
a ha Group and Nichols Field, to his return to the United States, he serv- 
ecember, 1927, ' ; , jed as Commending Officer, 7th Division 
Assigned to duty at the wateriel Divi- /Air Service, Karshall Field, Fort ailey, 
e16~ , V-7217, A.C. 


























Kansas, for eight months. For 
three mouths of this period he 
sumed the duties of Commanding Officer 
of the 16th Observation Scuadron and of 
hichards Ficsld, Kensas City, o. ” 

From Septanber, 1925, to march, 1926, 
Col. Weir wes on duty as student at the 
Army Industrial College, Washington,b.C., 
and then as Frocurement Planning 2epre- 
sentative, Air Service, wew York City, | 
to fueust 25, 1°29, when he Was assigned 
es stucent ab the dir Corps Tactical 
School at Langley Field, Va. His gradu- 
ation from this school in June, 1900, 
was followed by a two-year period of 
duty as student at the Command end Gen- 
eral Staff School at Fert Leavenworth, 
Kansas. 

Following his-graduation from Fort. 
Leavenworth, Col. Weir served es an _in- 
structor at the Infantry School atv Fort 
Benninz, Ga., until September, 1936, 
When he was ordered = duty in Panama. 

---—-0U90--— 


PEYSICAL EFFECTS In ALTITUDES FLIGHTS 


In a memorendum report prepared in the 
Engineering Section of the Air Corps ua- 
teriel Division on the physiological ef- 
fects of flight in the Transcontinental 
and Western Air high-altitude sorthrop 
Gamma airplane at altitudes above 20,000 
feet, tne conclusions were stated as fol- 
lows: 

a. The oxygen ecuipment used in the 
Northrop Gamma airplane was capable of 
maintaining normal human efficiency to 
altitudes of 35,5Uu0 feet and above 
30,000 feet for a period of 1-3/4 hours 
only under conditions of almost complete 
inactivity. A marked degree of oxygen- 
Want existec above 30,000 feet, suca 
that a small drop in oxygea pressure or 
moderate activity produced a comatose 
condition. ‘this ecuipment, while it op- 
erated satisfactorily ana 1s the most ef- 
ficient of its kind, is not satisiaciory 
for routine military or conmercial 
at altitudes above 50,000 Tceet because 
of the metiod of administration, because 
of the narrow mérgin of safety and be- 
cause of the chronic cxygen-Want which 
results in ultimate inerficieucy of per- 
sonnel, followed by undue fetigue and 
Physical illness. It is not satisfacto- 
ry for military use due to the fact that 
licuid oxygen is not readily available 
in war. 

bv. The sudden removal of the oxygen 
supply at 50,00C feet produces gross 
mental and physicel inefficiency in from 
30 to 60 socoads and induces complete 
unconsciousness in 50 to 90 seconds. 

c. A descent from 50,000 feet at the 
rate of 2,000 feet per minute without 
oxygen results in unconsciousness aiter 
20 seconds and gross inefficiency for 
nine minutes or until about 1<,000 feet 
1s reached, 

ad. Severe oxygen-want may cause mental 


ie aes 


~i 


the last reterdation and confusion for 30 minutes 
also as- after the oxygen-Want hes been relieved. 


e. Ascent to 50,000 feet and above at 
a rate of 1,000 feet per minute may 
Ceuse joint and muscle pains of uncnown 
origin. 
---000--- 
AUTOGIRO ACTIVITIES AT FORT SILL 
The YG 1A Autegiro is still uadér- 
sOing test under the direction of the 
utogiro Board of the Field Artillery 
School at Fort Sill, Oklahome. Due, 
however, tc adverse Weather conditions 
during the last few weeks end mainten- 
ance troubles, very little has been ac- 
comolished since tne latter part of De- 
cemoer. The wews Letter Correspondent 
hopes that the maintenance mechanical 
troubles Will be ironed out in the near 
tuture énd maintenance troubles will 
setstle down to a mere routine. 
Lurins the middle of Jamary, uiir. 
Kellett, of the Kellett Autoziro Co. 
was aa overnight visitor at Fort sill. 
One of the three pilots now on duty 
with the autogiro at Fort Sill will be 
ferried to the Kellett factory at Phila- 
delphia in the near future to take de- 
livery on another autogiro, to be ferried 
to Lenzsley Field, Va. 
Drm... 
The long anticipated event, namely, the 
> rr e o on : 
arrival at Fort Sill from Wright Field, 
Ohio, of the YGlA, came off on December 
Sth. The eutogiro or "Jeep," as it is 
better known to the ealisted men, was 
Reese by Lieut. E.S. Nichols, Air 
orps, of Langley Field. The "Jeep" was 
welcomed by cuite a large crowd, includ- 
ing tne Commandant and higher ranting of- 
ficers of the Field Artillery School, 
civilians from Lawton, Okla., numerous 
newspaper reporters and photographers. 
Licuts. Gregory and Wichols, aptly dubbed 
the "Windmill Salesmen," were on detached 
stations carrying out 


_——-- = 


service at several s 
tests with the "Jeep" before comin, to 
Fort Sill with it. Their mission at this 
station is to carry out various tests in 
ertillery adjustments, reconnaissance 
tests ia artillery edjustments, etc., 
with a board of officers from the Fielé 
Arvillery School tc determine the suita- 
bility of the “Jecp" es an cbservation 
plene to work With the Field Artillery. 
Says the wews Letter Correspondent: 
"The 'Jeep' will remain here, on test,for 
a period of about six weeks, out to date, 
after numercus tests, it is not known 
wnetaer or not the 'windmill selesmen! 
have sold their pet to the Artillery." 
Gur Vorrespondent adds that the two 
'windmiil selesmen' mentioned ebove were 
joined by another budding 'salesman' on 
December 30, 1935, when Lieut. Snyder 
arrived from Brooks Field, Texas, for 
three months instruction with the 
"Jeep. tt 
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Under the provisions of ae Bill, 3.R. 3151, 
lst Sessioa, 75th Congress introduced in the 
House of Representatives, January 18, 1937, by 
Hon. James wark “ilcox, of Florida, there is 
created under 
to be known es the United States Air Corps, to 
consist of the Regular Air Corps, the National 
Guard air units enc personnel while in the ser- 
vice of the United States, and the Air Corps 
Reserve. 

Sectien 2 of this 3ill provides that the mis- 
sion of the Air Corps shall be to establish and 
maintain the air power of the United States, 
thereby providing the aerial defense for the 
continental United States, its foreign posses- 
sions, an’ its dependencies; to provide the ne- 
cessary aerial defense required along the sea 
and land frontiers at cities and populous dis- 
tricts and at points vital to the national de- 
fense in the continental United States, its 
foreign possessions, and its devendencies; to 
cooperate with the air units of the United 
States Navy and larine Corps; anid to give sup- 


CORPS ACT >ROPOS=D 


of all comnications facilities, including 
telecranh, telephone, and radio, at the Air 


Serps stations or required by Air Corps units; 


the Secretar, of War an Air Corps,, 


and printing of all technical literature, sve- 
ciel forms and other documents veculiar to the 


‘Air Corps. 


Section ¢ vrovides that, at the direction of 


the President, personnel, units, or detach- 
‘ents of the Air Corps may be detached for ser- 
‘vice with the Army, Navy, or Marine Corps, and, 


in e similer manner, versonnel, units, or de- 
tachments of the Army, Navy, or iwarine Corps, 
may be detached for service with the Air Corps: 
>roviced, That when such persomel units or ¢ce- 


Yackments are so detechec, they saell be under 


port to the United States Navy and Varine Corps. 


Section 3 cherges the Air Corps with all the 
duties and responsibilities, not inconsistent 
with the provisions of this Act, heretofore as- 
signed to the Air Corps of the United States 
Army. It shell be the province and cuty of the 
United States Air Corps to eet Bepess: 
store, issue, operate and maintain 


the command of the designated cozmmnder o: the 
forces to which attached. 

Under Section 5, the recular Air Corns shall 
consist of one Chief of Aviation with the rank 
of air marshal; two vice marshals as Assistant 
chiefs of aviation, one of whom shall commend 


‘the Air Force containing the combat units of 


the Air Corps within the continental 


, 
| 


t United 
States and the other shall be charged with the 
provision of all the personnel and material 
requirenents of the Air Corns; twenty-five air 


. 2 4 ° 
'coumodores, four thousand five hundred offi- 
‘cers in gredes from colonel to lieutenant, one 


1 aircraft . 


and aircraft accessories, apparatus, end instru-| 


ments used in connection with aircraft, all 
ground equipment and appliances of every sort 
and description necessary in connection with 
aircraft recuired by the Air Corps or any other 
agency of the “ar Department. The United 
States Air Corps shall be charged with the re- 
sponsibility of the following: Aerial overa- 
tions carried on from land beses in the contin- 
ental United States, its foreign possessions, 
and its dependencies and extending over the 
seas within the operating range cf aircreft; 
aerial operations of expeditions conducted un- 


hundred warrant officers, and forty-five thous- 
and airmen, such part of whom shall be organiz- 
ed into an Air Force and such other tactical 

units as the President may direct. There shall 
be such clerical assistants, inspectors, tech- 
nical experts, scientists, special agents, and 
other civilian persomel as uy be required 

from time to time and authorized by the Secre- 
tary of War. For the initiel organization the 


‘:aembers of conmissioned and enlisted personnel 


der the jurisdiction of the War Department; pre- 


paration of plans for the mbilization and en- 
Ployment of the Air Corps in time of emergency; 
procurement, assignment training, schooling, 
promotion, eliminetion,and retirement of the 
military personnel of the Air Corps; training 
and operation of all Air Corps units except 
those specifically cetached for service with 
the Army; tactical, technical training, and ad- 


of the regular United Stetes Air Corps shall be 
that authorized for the Air Corps cf the Army 
as of January 1, 1937. 

Under Section 6, providing that appointments 
ani promotions of noncommissioned personnel 
shall be made ty the Presilent, by and with the 
advice ani consent of the Senete, the nunbers 
in the verious grades below the rank of air 
commodore, except in the grade of licutenant, 


| shall not exceec the following percentages of 


'3 per centun; lieutenant colonels, 4 per centum; 


H 


ministrative inspection of all Air Corps person- 


nel units and stations; preparation and submis- 
sion of estimtes covering the entire cost of 
the Air Corps; collecticn and dissemination of 
information relating to aeronautics; prepara- 
tion, procurement, production and distribution 
of aerial mps for the Air Corps; construction 
and maintenance of all buildings and grounds, 
flying fields. and landing and take-off areas 
required by the Air Corps; maintenance and op- 
eration of all transnortation equipment and 
facilities required by the Air Corps, including 


the total authorized comuaissioned strength of 
the regular United States Air Corps: Colonels, 


majors, 10 per centum; captains, 20 per centum 


| Conmissioned officers of the re;ular Air Corps, 


except as hereinafter otherwise provided, shall 
be appointed and commissioned as follo-vs: 

(1) From graduates of the United States Mili- 
tary and Naval Acedemies, as lieutenant, 


(2) Fro:a graduates of the United States Air 


academy as provisioual lieutenants for a period 


| 
! 


‘ 
! 


not exceeding three years, at the enc of which 
time they may be commissioned in the regular 


‘Air Corps in the grade of lieutenant with rank 


from the date of appointment as provisional 
lieutenant. 
(3) Fron among the commissioned persoanel of 


water, motor, reil, and animal-drawn; operation | the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, or Coast Guards: 
and maintenance of all air-transportation equip+ Provided, That such officers shall be detailed 


ment and facilities required by the “ar Depart- | to 


ae #ir Corps for e period not exceeding 


ment; installation, operation, and maintenance | two years, at the end of which time they may 
3. 
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be commissioned in the regular Air Corps in the | 
grade of licuten:nt. ; 

(4) Prom: werrar.t officers and airmen of the 
regular Air Corns under such regulations as “my 
be prescribed by the Secretary of War. 

(5) From officers and airmen of the Air Corps 
Reserve under such regulations as may be pre- 
scribed by the Secretary of War. 

6) From civil life, under such regulations | 
as may be prescribed by the Secretary of War, 
as provisional lieutenant for a period not ex- 
ceeding three years, at the end of which time 
they may be copmissioned in the regular Air 
Corps in the grade of lieutenant with rank from , 
the date of appointment as provisional lieuten- 
ant: Provided, That if at eny time during this 
period of three years such lieutenant fails to 

ualify as a flying officer and is not desired 
or retention in the Air Corps as a nonflying 
officer, he shell be honorably discharged from 
the service. 

Upon recommeisiatien of the Chief of Aviation 
and subject to the anproval of the Secretary of | 
War, any officers holding commissions in the 
Army shall de eligible for transfer to, appoint- 
ment,and coxmission in the regular United State! 
Air Corps, without examination, in the grede in| 
the regular Air Corps corresponding to the | 
grade held in the Army at the time of transfer. | 
Except as otherwise herein provided any officer | 
»f the Army transferred to or detailed in the | 
Air Corps may be transferred or returned to the | 
branch of the service from which he was trans- 
ferreé or detailed without loss in file as if | 
he had not been so transferred or detailed. Ex- | 
cept as otherwise herein provided, any officer | 
criginally pernenently commissioned in the Air | 

| 
' 
| 


Corps and within one year fails to qualify as 
a flying officer and who is not desired for 
retention in the Air Corps as a nonflying offi- | 
cer, shall be transferred to the Arny. 

The incresse to the full authorized strength 
of the United States Air Corps shall be made 
within five years from the date of the vassage 
of this Act in such increments as the President 
may direct: Provided, That no increment shall 
be less than I5 ner centun of the whole author- 
ized strength. The originel vacancies below | 
the grade of air commodore created by this Act 
shall be filled as follows: Yirst,by transfer 
or original appointment as hereinbefore provid- | 
ed; second, by promotion of the officers so 
transferred or avpointed. The original vecan- | 
cies below the srade of air commodore not fill-| 
ed by transfers or appointments hereinbefore 
provided for shall be filled by the promotion | 
of the senior officer ef the next lower grace: | 
Provided further, That the percentage of offi- | 





cers in eacn grade shall not exceed the percent 
ages hereinbefore provided as applied to the 
atrength authorized for the Air Corps for each 
fiscal year until the full authorized strength 
is reached. Vacancies other than original va- | 
cancies shall te filled as they occur by promo- | 
tion of the senior officer of the next lower | 
grade. Officers in each grade in the regular | 
Air Corps shall teke rank in that grade accord- | 
ing to the lenrth of actual conmissioned ser- 
vice in the service of the United States. Com 
missioned service, in the case of graduates of 
the United States Military Academy and the 


sim. 


United States Naval Academy shall be considered 
to have cormenced on the date of graduation 
from saic acadendies. In the Air Corps ai no 
time shall more than 10 ver centun of the cur- 
rent authorized number of commissioned officers 


‘in each grade below that of air commodore and 


above thet of lieutenant be nonflying officers. 
No officer shall exercise coumand over flying 
units exceot a flying officer. The President 


' shall annually convene a boerd of not less than 


three officers of the Air Corps of the prade of 
colonel or above which shall arrange all offi- 


‘cers in the regular Air Corps in two classes - 


namely, class A, consisting of officers who 


| should be retained in the service, and class 8, 


of officers who should not be retained in the 
service. Officers of Class B will be seperated 
from active service as now provided for similar 
cases in the Arry. The Chief of Aviation shall 
be appointed as such with the rark of air mar- 
shal ‘yy the President, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senete, tor a veriod of four 
years, from officers in the grade of colonel or 
above, at the end of which time he shell be re- 
tired from active service. Appointments as 
vice air marshal shall be mede by the President, 
by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, from officers in the grade of air com 
modore for a period of four years, at the end 
of which time if not selected for further pro- 


motion they shall be retired from active ser- 


vice. 
Appointments as air commodores shall be made 


| by the President by and with the advice and con- 
‘sent of the Senate from among officers of the 
| Air Corps in the grade of colonel: Provided, 


That if it shall be necessary to select Orri- 
cers otherwise than by senicrity in the grade 


| of colonel those officers skipped by such sel- 


ection shall be retired from active service’ 
Provided further, Theat officers now co mission- 





ied as major generals and brigadier generals in 

| the Air Corps of the Army shall be reconmission- 
| ed woon passage of this Act as air conmmodores 

, and vice air marshals in the United States Air 
Corps for the reminder of the term for which 

' they are now appointed. 


Thereafter these vacan- 
cies shall be filled as hereinbefore provided. 
Section 7 establishes the grade of cadet to 


| rank next below the grede of lieutenant and 


with the grace of cadet as now established in 
the Army. The grace of cadet shall be limited 
to trainees at the United States Air Academy, 
end the pay and allowance thereof shall be as 


| Now provided by law for flying cadets of the 


Ara. 

Prescribing that there shall be not to exceed 
100 warrant officers, Section 8 provides that 
eppointment shall be made by the Secretary of 
War from warrant officers transferred from the 
Army and from the master grade in the United 
States Air Corps unter such provisions as the 
Secretary of War may prescribe. Warrant offi- 
cers shall have the pay and allowances as now 
prescribed for warrant officers of the Arny and 
shall take rank next below that of cadet and 
among themselves according to dates of their re- 
spective warrants. 

Section 9 provides that until July 1, 1938, 
the percentages in grades and ratings among the 
enlisted personnel of the regular Air Corps 
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shell remin the seme as at present authorized 
for the Air Corps of the Aray, and subsequent 
thereto the percentages of grades and ratings 
shall be prescribed from time to time by the 
Secretary or “ar within the limit of current 
appropriations. Except as hereinefter provid- 
ed, enlisted men of the Army my, prior to July 
1, be discharved and reenlisted for a period of 
four years, or, if they so elect for a period 
not greater then the unexpired portion of their 
current enlistment, in a corresponding grade in 
the rezular Air Corps. The term of enlistment 
in the regular Air Corps shall be four years. 
The enlisted personnel of the regular United 
States Air Corps shell be errangec in seven 
grades with such designation of eech srade as 
the Secretary of War may from tine to time pre- 
scribe. The vay and allowences and flying pay 
of airmen in the regular Air Corps shall be the 
same as for corresponding grades and ratings in 
the United States Vavy. For all purposes now 
authorized by law giving credit for enlisted 
service, full credit shall be given for the 
time served in the Army, Nevy, Marine Corps, or 


ment in the recular Air Corps. The increase to 
full suthorized strencth of rorty-five thousand 
airmen snall be ede in five approximtely 
equal annual increments. 

For the purvose of forming an adequate Air 
Corps Reserve, the Secretary of Yar 
tion 10) shall organize reserve units in such 
numbers and at such places as he in his discre- 
tion may designate, and he may assign to any 
Gesignated unii such personnel of the active 
force and such equipment and supplies, includ- 
ing aircraft, as may be necessary in accordance 
with the purpvose of the reserve unit. Reserve 
units authorized under the provisions of this 
Act shall be organized and designated in a man- 
ner similar to those in the regular Air Corps. 
Except as hereinafter provided, all persons now 
holding commissions in the Reserve of the Arny, 


Navy, Marine Corns, or Coast Guard shall, for a. 


period of one yeer after the passage of this 
Act, be eligible for appointment in the Air 
Corps Reserve in a rank corresvonding to and 
not higher than that held in the Reserve of the 
Army, Navy, “arine Corps, or Coast Guard at the 
time of the passage of this Act. The commis- 
sions of all officers of the Air Corps Reserve 
shall be in force for a period of five years 
unless sooner terminated in the discretion of 
the President. The Air Corps Reserve shall 
consist of an officers' reserve and an enlisted 
men's reserve. The President shall be author- 
ized to appoint and commission as Reserve offi- 
cers of the Air Corps, in all crades up to and 
including that of colonel, such citizens as, 
upon examination prescribed by him, shall be 
found physically, mentally, morally, 
sionally qualified to hold such commissions. 
oe aretha of officers in grades above that of 
ieutenant in the Air Corps Reserve shall not 
exceed the proportion for the same grades in 
the regular Air Corps. Promotions of officers 
of the Air Corps Reserve shall be subject to 
such regulations as the Secretary of War may 
prescribe. In time of actual or threatened 
hostilities, the President may order personnel 
of the Air Corps Reserve to active aut 


| for 


! 


and profes- 





the regular Air Corps. While such reserves are 
on such duty they shall exercise co‘mands aprro- 
priate to their grades and ratings as vroviced 

ior the Regular Air Corps, and shall be entitl- 


ied to. pay and allowances of the corresponding 
‘ graces in the reguler Air Corps from the date 


upon which they shall be required, by the terms 
ox their orders, to obey the saue. To the ex- 


i tent provided froia tim: to time by avprovria- 


tions for this specific purpose, the Secretary 
of “ar is authorized to erder reserve personnel 


| to active cuty for instruction for periods not 
| to exceed thirty days in any one calendar year, 


ani while so serving they shall receive the pay ‘ 


and allowances of their respective grades in 
, the regular Air Corps. 
| personnel concerned, and within limits of funds 
‘available for the purpose, periods of active 


With the consent of the 


duty for reserve personnel may be extended as 
the Secretary of War msy direct. Reserve offi- 


cers end reserve airmen called to active duty 


eriods of not less thnn one year shall be 
eligible for retirement privileges and retired 


e L , ; OF | nay the saxe as officers and eirmen of the rez- 
Coast Guard, in completing service under enlist- 


ular Air Corps for physical disability only, 
not the result of their own misconduct, in- 
eurred in line of active duty as the result of 
| the operation of eircratt. 

Sections 11 and 12 deal with the assignment 


‘of personnel of the Air Corps for duty with the 
(under Sec- | 


embassies, legations and diplomatic representa- 
‘tives of the United States in foreign countries 
‘and the detail of officers and enlisted men to 
‘assist the governments of the republics of 
iNorth America, Central Aserica and South Aver- 
iica, and the Republics of Cuba, Haiti and Santo 
Domingo, upon the applicetion of these govern- 
iments and whenever in the President's discretion 
, the public interests under such a course is ad- 
| visedle. 

| Section 13 provides that until such time as 
,otaer laws are enacted the Air Corps shall be 
‘soverned by existing lews and regulations 
governing the War Department and the Army, ex- 
_cent as otherwise provided in this Act. 

' Under Section 14, all civilian employees of 
‘the Army Air Corps and other “Yar Department 
‘agencies engaged on duty exclusively pertaining 
'to functions of the Army Air Corps are trans- 
‘ferred to the sir Corps at their present grades 
jand salaries. All unexnended balances of appro- 
|priations made for purposes in connection with 

| the Air Corps of the Army available for obliga- 
, tion or expenditure on the date tais Act becomes 
|effective are hereby transferred to and uede 
iavaileble to the Air Corps for obligation or 

, expenditure, respectively, for similar purposes, 
‘ani all obligations incurred against such appro- 
'priations prior to such date shall concurrently 
' become obligations of the Air Corps. The Secre- 
itary of War shall be and is hereby directed to 


The) tronsfer and deliver to the Air Corps all air- 


|craft now in use by the Var Department; all 
‘lands and improvements to lands, docks, wharves, | 
' buildings, repair shops, warehouses, and all 

| other property nov at Air Corps bases and sta- ) 
i tions or charged to Air Corps units, the respon- 
| sibility for the procurement, supply, and main- 

| tenance of which is by this Act charged to the 

| Air Corps appropriations; and to meke equitable 


y with ee to the Air Corps of ali means of i 
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transportation, including animals, boats, and 
eutomobdiles or other vehicles now in use or on 
hand, and ail reierials, perts, machinery, ap- 
pliances, and esuinvment held for the minten- 
ance thereof. Each and every function, authori- 
ty, pover, duty and jurisdiction cf whatsoever 
character it wey be, insofer as it relates to 
aeronautics end the technical maintenance and 
operation thereof, now vested in eny other War 
Department agency, shall become vested, and 
hereafter remain vested, in the Unite States 
Air Corps, except such as may be necessary for 
he operation cnd meintenance of units, detach- 
ments, or perscennel of the Air Corps that may 
be detached for service with the Army, Navy, 
Marine Corps, or Cosst Guard: Proviced, That in 
order to carry out the vrovisions of this Act 
the President is hereby authorized to submit as 
soon as vracticable to the Congress revised es- 
timates for the fiscal year 1938 for the War 
Department, making such changes in estimates 
already submitted oz: appropriations elrendy 
mace for the Yar Department as will adjust such 
estimetes or ravpropriations to the provisions 
of this Act, and also initiate such aiditional 
estimates as my be necessery, making adequete 
and necessary provisions for the Air Corps for 
the fiscal yer 1938. 

Sec. 15 provides tnot the provisions of exist- 
ing law and refulations relating to the award 
of medals of honor end all other medais and 
crosses to officers end enlisted men dy the 
Army be amended to include officers and enlist- 
ed men of the United States Air Corps. 

Under Section 16, the Secretary of “ar is au* 
thorized to fix, by rules end regulations, for 
military reasons, prohibited areas over hich 
aixcraft shall not fly, amc to include in these 
rules and repulations descriptions of and, if 
necessary, sens showin: prohibited arees. 

The benefits ot the Yar isk Insurence Act of 
October 5, 1917, as avended, are extenced io 
include the militery personnel of the United 
States Air Corns. 

The Chief ox Avintien shall amnually, at the 
close of each fiscal year, mke a report in 
writing to the Secretary of “Yar setting forta 
the status of the Air Corns and giving an ac- 
count of all ~oneys received aud disbursed and 
describine the work jene by the Air Corps. 

Commissione? officers of the Air Corps shall 
be detailed to and be members of all joint 
agencies of the “ar and Navy Departments con- 
sidering matters directly bearing upon th 
national defense. 

The War Department shall furnish to the Air 
Corps such suprlies and material and services, 
by detail or otherwise, as the Secretary of War 
may direct, including medical, finance, crdnance 
engineer, adjutant, cheisticel, signal ,legal, quar- 
termaster, chaplain, end the approoriaticas of 
the several War Tepertment branches furnishing 
supplies or materials under authority of this 
provision shall be reinbursed for the coct 
thereof as «4 charge to ony funds made available 
to the Air Corps for the respective purposes of 
this or any other Act. cad 

The necessary licison with other national de- 


‘Corps and Coast “uard. 


Cfticers, warrent officers and enlisted men 
of the Air Corps and of the Arny shall receive 
an inerease of 50 per ceniwm of their pay when 
by orcers of competent authority they are re- 
cuired to participate regularly and frequently 
in aerial flizht for trainings, technical, or 

dministrative purposes, and when, in conse- 
cuence of such orders, they co participate rez- 
nlerly. andfre:-vently in serial flishts as de- 
fine? by such Frecutive orders as hove hereto- 
fore been, or my hereaiter be promulgated by 
the President. 

The uniform of the United States Air Corns 
shall be that prescribed by the Secretary of 
War from time to time. 

There shall be established at such place as 
tae President nay prescribe an Air Collese for 
the hicher education of Air Corps officers end 
such other officers of the Army, Mavy, iJarine 
Corps, auc Coast Guard as may be desinnated. 
Tiis Air College shall perform the same func- 
tions in respect to the pernetuation of the air 
power of the United States as are now performed 
oy the Army and Vavy Var Colleges with respect 
to military power and navel rower. 

The neve of the present Army Air Corps train- 
ing center, San Antonio, Texas, is hereby chang- 
ed to the United Stetes Air Acudeny. Candidates 
for troining at this Academy must be graduates 
of an accredited college or possess the equiva- 
lent educational qualifications. The mxber of 
treinees at this institution shall be determin- 
ed by the Secretary of War within current appro- 

riations for tae purpose. 

Section 17 defines the folloving terms as 
used in this Aci: 

Tac term "aircraft" means any contrivance now 
known or which shall hereafter be used, desicn- 
ed, or inverted for nevigation of or flight in 
the eir except a parachute or other contrivance 
designed for such nevigatioa but used primrily 
as safety ecuipment. The term "flying unit" 
means any wwilitary organization responsible for 
the operation cf aircraft for eny military vur- 
pose whatsoever. | 

The term "flying officer'' mecns any conmis- 
sioned officer of the Air Corps who has been 
granted a flying rating in the Amy, Navy, 
Marine Corps, or Coast Guzrd pursuant to the 
regulations effective in the department in 
which serving when so raised, or any cormission- 
e*. officer of the Air Corps rho may hereafter 


‘be granted a flying rating. 


The term "'airmen'' meens an enlisted man of 


the Air Corps. 


he rank of air marshel corresponds to that 
ox seneral or adviral. 

The rank of vice air rarsiel corresponds te 
tliat of mejor general or vice edniral. 

The rank of air commodore corresponds to that 
of brigadier genersl or rear admirrl. 

The rank of lieutenant in the United States 
Air Corps shall be but one grade, the vay and 
allowances of which shall be the same as that 
of iirst lieutenant in the present Air Corps 
of the Azny. 

Section 18 provides that if any section or 


fense activities shall be established by the de-} provision of this Act shall be held to be im 


tail of such officers as the Secretary of “lar 
my prescribe, with the Army, Navy, Marine ~ 
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valid, it is hereby provided that all other 
sections and provisions of this Act, not ex- 
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pressly held to be invalid, shell continue in | 
full force an’ effect. 

Section 19 :»2kes this Act effective on and 
after July 1, 1957, and provides that all Acts 
or parts cf Acts, including Section 12A of the 
Act of Congress, approved June 4, 1920, emend- 
ing the National Defense Act, contrary to the 
provisions of this Act or inconsistent there- 
with, be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 

---Q00--— 


Accurecy Plus 
(Continued from Page 15) 

able, the supplies were dropped. "And so great 
was the accuracy of the bembing team,"’ declares 
the News Letter Correspondent, ‘'that one of the 
free bundles dropped through the rocf onto the 
kitchen table. Nor that, gentlemen, demon- 
strates technioue." 
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GOOD VILL FLIGET TO COLOMBIAN REPUBLIC 


A formation flight of five new 3-10B planes 
belonging to the 7th Observation Squadron clear- 
ed the France Field, Panam, Airdrome, bound 
for Sogota, Colombia. The first stop enroute | 
was at Medellin, Colombia, some 416 miles from | 
the Canal Zone. There the planes were refueled | 
and remained on the ground for about one hour, 
during which time the perscnnel of the flisht 
were greeted by high officials of that town. 
After the plenes had been serviced by the en- 
listed men, vith the cooperation of a few of 
the Pan American Airways employees stationed at 
the field, the flight proceeded to the capital 
of the country. 

Due to the high mountains on the route from 
Medellin to Bogota, it was necessary for the 
pilot to maintain a very high altitude in order | 
to clear some of the high snow-covered peaks. 
Arriving over Bogota, the flight personnel 
noted the rather unusual location of this capi- | 
tal city - on the side of a mountain ever %,700| 
feet above sea level. Bogota, with a popula- 
tion of about 700,000, has an entirely differ- 
ent climate than the Canel Zone, although it is | 
in the tropics and much closer to the equator. 
Because of the rarefied condition of the atros- 
phere, the officers and enlisted men of the 
flight found it difficult to breathe freely in 
the strange air. 

Arriving over Rogote, hajor Willis R. Taylor 
led the souadron in perfect formation in a re- 
view over the capital in salute to the 
Colombian government. At the iimicipal Air- 
port, Scadta Field, a Colombian guard cf honor 
was dravm up awaiting the landing of the planes. 
The entire flicht was welcomed by the high of- 
ficials of the Colombian goverument. The offi- 
cers and enlisted men were escorted to the 
Granada Hotel, the most luxurious in the city, 
where they were quartered for their short stay. 
Every courtesy and respect were shown to the 
men who participated in this Good Will flight. 

On the morning of December 17th, the flight 
proceeded to Cali, Colombia, where the primary 
military and flying school is located. Here, 
also, the flight wes received with as great a 
welcome as was accorded it at Bogota. Incident- 
ally, the officials of this school are composed 


i 
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| operations officer. 
| flight were: Crew Chiefs - Sergeant Henry T. 
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mainly of former American Army Air Corps men. 


| The tovn of Cali appeared to be a rather 
| pleasant place, the climate of which is about 


as ideal as that of San Jose, Costa Rica, 
which in general is mich better than that of 


' Bogota. 


After resaining overnight in Celi, the 


| flight left on the morning of the 18th ona 


non-step journey to France Field. 

fficers who participated in this Good “ill 
flight were: lajors Willis R. Taylor, flight 
commander; Charles R. Glenn, flight surgeon; 
Captain Charles A. Ross; lst Lieuts. John A. 
Feagin, navigator; Isaac W. Ott, engineering 
officer; Richard M. Montgomery; Ernest P.Gabel, 
billeting officer; Thomas 3B. Hall, supply of- 
ficer; James D. Underhill; Frederick W. Ott; 
David D. Graves; William H. Maverick; Willian 
D. Eckert, and 2nd Lieut. William B. Keese, 
The enlisted men on the 


Swanson, Corporal Guy E. Groce, Jack P. Merril, 
Joseph J. Benedetti; radio operators - Joseph 
J. Zizzi and Edward W. Pictras. 

---000--- 
NAVIGATION FLIGHT BY ADVANCED FLYING STUDENTS 


Orders were issued by the Secretary of War, 


| authorizing the saintenance and Navigation 

| flight of the present class at the Advanced Fly- 
| ing School, Kelly Field, which is expected to 

| graduate on February 17th, next. 


This flight, which culminates the year's fly- 
ing training, is designed to give the student 
individual navigation over the Federal Airways, 


| using all types of aids to navigation, together 
' with group navigation, in formation, and ‘main- 


tenance experience while on field maneuvers. 
The flight schedule for this class has been 


| arranged to include stops at a General Headquar- 
| ters Air Force station, the Air Corps Tactical 


School, and several colleges having 3.0.T.C. 
units. The trip is expected to prove of value 


' net only by its own training but by observation 
, of actual sexvice operations. 


The stops at the 
various colleges will allow mutual exchange of 
ideas between the students, and give the ROTC 
opportunity to inspect the visiting Air Corps 
advanced Flying School students. 

All sections are scheduled to depart from 


| Kelly Field on February 2nd for Barksdale 


Field, Shreveport, La. They will inspect the 
field there in the afternoon and remain over- 
night. All except Pursuit are routed direct 
and at intervals for the purpose of individual 
navigation. The Pursuit Section will go via 
Hensley Field, Dallas, individually. 

On the second day all sections fly formation 
to Maxwell Field and thence to Tuscaloosa,Ala., 
where they will visit the University of Alabama 
and remain overnight. 

On the third day, the Attack Section goes to 
ilaxwell Fiele; Observation flies to Athens, via 
Birmingham, Ala.; Pursuit and Bombardment to 
Athens, Ga., via Atlanta, Ga. These three sec- 


| tions will remain overnight at the University 
| of Georgia. 


A mass flight to Atlanta will be made on the 
fourth day to visit the Georgia School of Tech- 
nology. 
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On the fifth day, all sections fly in mass _.. | 
formation to Avburn, Alabama, where they visit’ 
the Alabama Folytechnic Institute until 3:90 
pem. They proceed from there to Maxwell Field: 
to visit the Air Corps Vactical School. 

The sixth dav will be spent in maintenance of | 


the airplanes and inspecting the Tactical 
School. 

On the seventh day all sections in formation 
will fly to Baton Rouge, via liew Orleans, to 
visit Louisiana State University, remaining 
overnisht. Eighth day, return to Kelly Field 
via Houston or Galveston. 
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The functioning of the trim and speedy new 
airplanes with which the General Headquarters | 
Air Torce of the U.S. Army is equipped will be | 
tested under severe winter conditions in the | 
Selfridge Field, Michigan, avea from February | 
1st to 24th, 1937. Details of the tests were | 
just made public by Brigadier General Henry C. | 
Pratt, conmanding the 2nd Wing of the GHQ Air 
Force, Langley Field, Va., whose comand is | 
charged with responsibility fer conducting the 
tests. 

"We are not only going to test the verfornm- 
ance cf our Pursuit, Attack and Bombardment air- 
plenes uncer severe winter conditions,'' General | 
Pratt declared, "but we will test the efficien- 
ey of ground and flying personnel under these 
conditions and test new flying clothing, lubri- 
cants and maintenance equipment." 

Over 300 enlisted men and 100 officers will 
converge en Selfridge Field from all points as | 
far distant as Barksdale Field, La.; Mitchel 
Field, L.I., N.¥., and Lengley Field, Ya. 
Selfridge Field will furnish one squadron of 
the lst Pursuit Group as a participating unit, 
and Selfridge Field has been designated cs the 
operating base. 

The participating units have been organized 
into the 'Provisionel Cold Weather Equipment 
Test Gruun,'' and Colonel Walter H. Frank, Com 
manding Officer, hitchel Field, has been de- 
signated to command the Provisional Test Group, 
which will consist cf: 

e7th Pursuit Souadron, Selfridge Field, 

Major Warren R. Maxwell, Commanding. 
Sth Attack Scuadron, Barksdale Field, La. | 
Major Lester Maitland, Commending. 

ist Bombardment Scuadron, Mitchel Field,N.Y. 
Major Claude Duncen, Commanding. 
qe and Ho. Detachnent, Provisional Cold | 
Weather Test Group, Mitchel Field, N.Y. 

All personnel and supplies for the tests will | 
be transported by air in nine new Douglas Trans- 
port 16-passenger airplanes and two Lockheed 
Electras, in addition to the Bomoardment, Fur- 
suit and Attack airplanes of the tactical units.! 

The necessity for conducting winter tests of 
cold weather ecuipment was realized some years 
ago, and such tests have been held during sev- 
erel winters in various localities from New 
England to Montana. Cold weather requires the 
use of lubricants which will not congeel and 
which at the same time retain their lubricating 
qualities and thus permit the proper function- 
ing of the various mechanisms and gadgets essen-| 
tial to military airplanes. Years ago skiis as 
@ substitute for landing gears were tried, but 
have been abandoned in favor of conventicnal 
wheels on cleared runways. Pretective clothing 
for airplane combat and maintenance crews pre- 
sents a problem toward the solution of which | 


| 
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i Westover, Chief of 


TESTS OF EQUIPMENT BY GHQ AIR FORCE IN SELFRIDGES FIELD AREA 


much pregress has been made. The last winter 
tests were held in New England in February, 


1/1936, and the present tests are a contimation. 


Complete answers to all the problems involved 
will probably not be secured for several years 
to come. 

Officers and civilian engineers from the 


| Materiel Division cf the Air Corps at Dayton, 


Ohio, will be present to supervise the nuver- 
ous tests of equipment to be conducted. 

Present plars coll for operations being con- 
ducted sismltaneously from the Selfridge Field 
Gunnery Camp, Camp Skeel, Oscoda, Michigan, and 
from the base at Selfridge Field. 

It is enticipated that nurerous high ranking 
officers of the Army will visit Selfridge 
Field on visits of inspection during the 
tests. These will probably include Major 
General Frank M. Andrews, Commanding General, 
GHQ Air Force, Langley Ficld, Va; Brigadier 


|General Henry C. Fratt, Commanding General, 


end Wing, GHQ Air Force, Langley Field, Va; 
Brigadier General Gerald C. Brent, Commanding 
General, 3rd Wing, GHQ Air Force, Barksdale 


|Field, La., and possibly Major General Oscar 
Westover, Chief of the Air Corps, end Major 


TN 


General Charles D. Herron, commanding the 6th 
Corps Area, Chicago, Ill. 


~--000--- 


Arrangements were completed by the Air Re- 
serve officers of the Second Corps Area and the 
Reserve officers of the New York Air Corps Pro- 
curement District fer a dinner at the Hotel 
Algonquin in New York City, on Tuesday, Febru- 
ary end, in honer cf Major General Oscar 

* the Air Corps, and Colonel 
Charles ¥.F. Johnson, Specialist Reserve, Chief 
ef the New York Air Corps Procurement District. 
---000--- 


Special Orders of the War Department, recently 
issued, direct the following-named Air Corps of- 
ficers to proceed to the Philippines for duty: 

Captain Jeck Greer, from Langl-y Field; 1st 
Lieuts. Charles EH. Anderson. end Frnest %. War- 
burton, Selfridge Field; Harry N. 3urkhalter,dr. 
Frederick =. Calhoun, David N. Motherwell and 
Fred 0. Tally, Barksdale Field; Talma W. Imlay, 
Mark K. Lewis, Jr., Randolph Field. 

To Panara Cenal Departinent: Ist Lieuts. 
Millerd Lewis, Heailton Field; Robert M. Lee, 
Douglas T. Mitchell, Barksdale Field; Donald 
3. Smith, Randolph Field; Robert F. Travis, 





| Langley Field; 2nd Lieut. William H. Gist,.Jr., 
| Langley Field. 


War Department Special Orders recently issued 
direct the retirement cf Captains Armor S. 
Heffley and Harold R. Rivers, January 31,1937, 
for disability incident to the service. 
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GHQ AIR FORCE PLANES USED IN GLOOD AREAS 


Airplanes of the Army's General Headquarters 
Air Force are pleying an increasingly important 
role in the rescue and relief of the distressed 
persens in the flood areas. 

Responding to an urgent call from the Corps 
of Engineers, Generel Malin Craig, Chief of 
Steff of the Army, has directed Mejor General 
Frank li. Andrews, Commanding General of the GEQ 
Air Force, to furnish three photographic teams 
in as meny planes for the survey of flood cen- 
ditions in the stricken Ohio Valley, and per- 
haps later on in the threatened Mississippi 
River velley area. 

Two of the photographic teams have already 
left for Dayton, Ohio, where they will report 
te the Commniing Officer cf the Air Corps la- 
teriel Division at Wright Field. These two 
teems are fron the Eighth Photogrephic Section 
at Mitchel Field, Long Island, New York, and 
the Second Photographic Section at Langley 
Field, Va. The third plane, from the 5th Photo 
Section at Barksdale Field, Shreveport, La., 
will be held on the "elert'' to await further 
contingencies. It is in a strategic position 
at Shreveport in case the river rises danger- 
ously near the Delta. 

Another Air Force plane has already done much 
photographic work in connection with the flood. 
Returning from Wright Field with the speedy 

Douglas Bomber belonging to the Headquarters 
Squadron of the GHQ Air Force, based at Langley 


Field, Major Eugene L. Eubenk, Squadron Command- 


er, described the work that the huge fighting 
creft had accomplished on its errand of mercy 
during the three days thet it had been on de- 

' tached service in the flood regions. lMajor 
Eubank with Lieut. Hugh McCaffery and Sergeant 
Joseph Moran ferried the plane to Dayton, where 
it was turned over to the exoert photographers 
from the Air Corps Materiel Division at that 
staticn. 

‘The crew in the plane have been mepping the 
entire Ohio River valley in the flond area all 
the way from Portsmouth to its mouth at Cairo, 
Ill., including its tributaries. The pheto- 
graphers were favored with three days of excel- 


lent weather for photography,'' it was explained. 


"This is the only plane in the Arny Air Force 
which has sufficient carrying capacity, speed 
and cruising renge sufficient to accomplish a 
photographic mission of such great magnitude in 
so short a time. 

It is believed that these photographic 
records, showing water in the actual contours, 
will be invaluable to Army engineers in their 
future studies of flood control. 

The task of the two Fairchild C-8 photegraph- 
ic planes will be to photograph the levees and 
other parts of the flood regions so that Army 
engineers may gain some idea of the breakages 
which have taken place and the gains and loss- 
es which have occurred. These pictures will be 
used by the Corps of Army Engineers to make a 
survey of estimates so that necessary measures 
for controlling the flood and evacuating inhab- 
itants may be undertaken without delay. 

Another Langley Field plane, the OA-4, by 
virtue of its amphibian ability to land in 
water as well as on land, should prove to be of 
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| value in making difficult rescues and ferrying 
| supplies. This Amphibian plane is now at 
Columbus, Ohio. 


| eaten 


PRO.OTION OF AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


| 

| The followinz-named Air Corps officers re- 

| ceived per anent promotion to the rank indicat- 

| ed: To Lieut. Colonel: Gecrge E. Stratemeyer 

| ( emp. Lieut. Colonel), rank from Jan. 1,1937; 

FE Major: John I. Mocre (temporary Major), to 
rank f 

| 

| 





« trom January 1, 1937; To Captain: lst Lts, 
Zarl C. Robbins, A.J. Kerwin Malone, Russell 
Keillor, Ernest H. Lawson, John FE. Bodle, 
Russell Scott, Burton M. Hovey, Jr., Richard E,. 
Cobb, Dale D. Fisher, Eenry W. Derr, Carlisle 
I. Ferris, Elwood R. Quesada, Willard R. Wolf- 
inbarger, with rank from January 22, 1937,for 
the first eight cepteins, ard from January 23, 
1937, for the last five. 

---oCo--- 


CHANGES OF STATION OF AIP CCHFS OFFICERS 





T+, Selfridge Field, Mich.: Major Willis BR. 
| Taylor and Ist Lieut. Robert S. Israel from 
P-name Canal Department. 

To Mitchel Field, N.Y.: lst Lieuts. Flint 
Garrison, Jr., and George R. Greer from Panama; 
| wejor Theodcre J. Koenig (Cartain) from duty 
| as Assistant Militery Attache for Air to 
| Germany, The Netherlands, Demnark and Sveden. 
| To Fort Riley, Kensas: lst Lieut. Gerry L. 
| Mason, from Panana. 
| 
| 
| 











| To. Hewaii: Major Ames S. Albro (Cantain) 
| from duty as Technical Supervisor, San Antonio 
Air Depot Control Arca. 

To Rendolph Field, Texas: Major Albert B. 
Pitts, from Phiiippines, for duty at Air Corps 
Training Center. 

T2 Chanute Field, I1l.: 
M. Montgomery, from Paname. 
| To Barksdele Field, La.: lst Lieuts. John W. 
| Kirby, Phineas ©. Morrill, Jr., Villard R. 
| Shephard, Wycliffe E. Steele, from Philippines. 
| To Wricht Field, Ohio: lst Lieut. Yilliam M. 

Morgan, from Philippines. 

Tc Langley Field, Va.: lst Lieuts. Richard 

S. Freeman, Francis |. Griswold, from Hawaii. 
Captain Signa A. 





lst Lieut. Richard 





| 
‘ 








To Patterson Field, Ohic: 
Gilkey, from right Field. 

To Home, Itely, for duty as Assistant Milita- 
ry Attache for Aor: Captain Jack C, Hodgson, 
from Bolling Field. 

SS 

The following-named Air Reserve officers have 
been placed on active duty for a period of three 
| years at stations indicated: 

At Barksdale Field, La.: 2nd Lts. Troy Wm 
| Crawford, Mangham, La., and Fred Oscar Easley, 
{Jr., Fordyce, Ark., to Jan, 14,1940; A.J. Bird, 
| Jr., Metter, Ga., to Jan. 31, 1940. 

To Lengley Field, Va.: ?nd Lt. Cyrus Wi. 
Kitches, Laurens, $.C., to January 31, 1940. 

To Hemilton Field, Calif.: 2nd Lt. Francis H. 
Matthews, Housten, Texas, to January 31, 1940. 

To Patterson Field, 0.: 2d Lt. Thomas Smith 


























Davis,Jr.,, Fernandina, Fla., to January 31,1940. 
V-7217, A.C. 





